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First for Australian agriculture

Guano Australia creates history in the making
. by being the first input supply cormpany to have
its products certified as sustainabie inputs for
Australian agriculture by Go Mark Australia.

in this' special anniversary edition of Guano
News, Guano Chief Executive Officer, Mr John
Jasher, invites you to read how and why this
all came about, in order to further enhance,
promote and secure Ausfralia’s position as one
of the world's leaders of sustainable farming.

He said Go Mark is a private company that has
pioneered the development and implementation
of world-class systems to audit, classify, certify
and label sustainable agriculture in Australia,
since 1997.

Their agricultural systems cover environmental
health, humane animal management, and “a
precautionary approach to the use of genetic
modification”. -They are adapted from 1SO
14001 environmental management systems,

The Natural Step sustainability framework,
Freedom Food animal welfare (RSPCA UK),
.and Go Mark's own research.

‘Mr Jashar said the company has partnered with
the environmental Protection Authority (EPA),
the Australian Centre for Cleaner Production,
Landcare groups and farmer groups to deliver
programs that result in social, economic and
environmental rejuvenation of Australian
communities.

Certified Sustainable Inputs and Farming by
Go Mark and Guano Australia

GO MARK
SUSTAINABLE

AGRICULTURE
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Guano Gold - Kwik Start and Agrispon
research and trial work

Both Guano Gold Kwik Start and
Guano Gold Agrispon have been
successfully trialled and applied
in Australia for over 10 years - i.e.
a range of various frials spanning
those 10 years.

For further information contact
Guaono Australia direct or @
distributor in your areqa. Refer fo
pages 14 and 15 for details.
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Guano Australia prides itself in keeping abreast of research and training. Robert  Guano skiprow cotfon triaf af Moree, NSW, using 100kg/Ha of Guano at planting.

Drewitt - Technical Advisor (left) and John K Jashar, of Guano Australia, visited The  Tissue tests, which were taken at boll set, showed elevated levels of Ca, F, Zn, Bo
Texas A & M University System Research and Extensions Center, USA. and silica when compared fo MAP at 100kg/Ha.

Comparing root growth
and microsellia on
Agrispon-treated comn at
the Hlinois trial - 11/Ha.

Obvious increase in
foliar colour of tomaltoes
with Guano, applied at
100kg/Ha at planting.

Robert Drewift taking
Penetrometer readings
in an Agrispon wheat
N field trial.
Robert Drewitt at the - Agrispon appiied
University of Hllinois with Trifiurilin 480
Agrispon trial, Dekalb and Roundup CT at
Research Farm. |
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"As we know, anyone can call themselves a
SUSTAI NAB LE FARM ERe. By John K Jashar

From humble beginnings the Idea of
becoming Involved and establishing Guano
Australia was born way back in 1988/88
when the Chernoble disaster happened
in Europe. | guess that was the turning
point in alerting the world to the dangers of
chemicals and their effects on the human
race, and ultimately our solls.

Guano Australla commenced operations

supplying organic and Blodynamic Growsers
with Guano Gold.

It wasn't until approximately seven years
ago when the push towards real sustalnable
farming started to take hold, as more and
more conventlonal farmers were realising
that these organic farmers were, in effect,
farming in a profitable manner without the
use of chemicals. And so began the huge

effort to promote sustainable farmifg~0-
conventional farmers,

Since birth, and In this our tenth year of
operations, we have proudly reached
a milestone In this unique phase of our
business, belng the first In Australia, via
GO MARK, to promote and grow true
CERTIFIED sustalnable produce for the
world|

Who is dotting the i’s a-mj__grosﬁn_gff-the‘.t’s?
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Guano Australia, via its parent company, Kismet International Pty
Ltd, is at the forefront of belng Involved and leading the way In

Australian agriculture.

With GO MARK, and In conjunction with our certified range of
products together with our highly qualified technical advisors,
agronomists and distributors, we are strongly commiited to
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The brainchild of éonja and Andrew Jeeves

Now, and well Into the future, we invite all farmers across Australla
to join in, study, and become certified with GO MARK, It Is the future

of true SUSTAINABLE FARMING,

across Australla.

supporting Australian farmers' conversion to CERTIFIED

Sustainable via GO MARK ahd Its systems.

For further Information call us here at Guano Australia or GO
MARK, or apply at any one of our 250 listed distributors nationally

John Kismet Jashar Esq,
Guano Australia Pty Lid.
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Farming changes to sustainability

dustralian fertiliser company, Guano Australia P
across Australia, is still experiencin
organic/Biodynamic and parti

The continued growth of Guano Australia
Pty Ltd, and their research program, con-
ciuded with their "teaming up" with GO
MARK Australia.

Guano CEO, John Jashar, said that:
"Like many years ago when the organic
industry was in its infancy a credible cer-
tification organisation was the only way
organic farmers could become involved
for the longer term_"

Mr Jashar said that Guano Gold - Kwik
Start, certified both with BFA (A1-M309)
and‘nWMmGDMARK.isramiﬁng
very strong support from conventional
and sustainable farmers and is available
nationally in a wide range of prescription
blends.

“As part of the package we are provid-
ing technical training to farmers, growers,
an% all our dealers on soil balance,” he
said.

“Alot of Australian soll is in a poor state,
and this issue must be tackled.

“As you know the CSIRO is address-
ing the problems of salinity and landcare
- there are farmer and grower seminars
happening all across Austraiia.

“Because all these problems are surfac-
ing, conventional farmers are realising
that if we are going to make it for the long
haul, we must start with the most basic
component and that is the soil.

“But unless this drive is sustained at a
fast pace, then Australian farmers and
growers will be in trouble.,

‘I believe that with what | have expe-
rienced out in the field in the last 12
months, many hundreds, if not thou-
sands of growers, are starting to realise
they must do something with their soils
to become more productive.

“There are now thousands of farmers

management.

already done so.

balances to:
- Maximise soil biological activity,
- Maximise productivity,

farm, and
- Stay within budget.

biologically active soil.

for your farm.

allow soil biology to prosper.

Nhat farmers say about Sustainable Soils

have already adopted new techniques.

and a very pofessional approach,”

Sustainable Soils workshops assist
to secure the future of your farm

Every Sustainable Soiis Workshop covers:
* The critical issues that guide sustainable s0il

* How to test your farm’s sois if you haven’t

* How to read and understand a soil test.

* How to identify the four kev =ail health

|~ PRURSIGS ana use them to assess your farm’s
soil health and potential productivity.

* How to calculate your farm soil’s short-
term and long-term soil nutrient needs and

- Minimise your impact on your farm’s natural
resources and the catchment in which you

* Be able to visually assess your farm's soils for
structure, texture, health and biological activity.
* Recognise a heaithy, well-structured,

* Develop a Sustainable Soil Development Plan

* How to implement your farm’s Sustainable Soil
Development Plan to develop the conditions to

* How to achieve these results within budget.

¥
“Great tutor, fabuious group, very imeraciive. | (samid a lot more than expecied.”

- RG, Beef farmer, Nima Ni, Warragul Seef Cheque Group
“I've ust attended my best course for Years, it was about the art of the possible, Al the
people in the group will change their thinking as a result of this course. Some of them

= Amn CHT, beef farmer and General Mariager of Gippstand Employment Skils
Training (GEST}, Mee,

It was a very valuable workshop: challenging, migresting and useful for us in our besf
entarprise. I gave some theoretical background to topics about ‘biologlcal famring thal
hias not previously been availabig, It gave us the information and the taols for a new
approach. | liked the emdranmental sustainability considerstions. An excallent course

~ GG, Beef farmer, Mima Nih, Warragu! Baef Cheque Group.

A group of farmers at a Sustainable
Sails workshop beginning to assess a
participant’s farm’s soil structure and
texture,

A group of Sustainable Soils
participants visiting a farm at Heath
Hill, gathered for a photo in front of 2
20il asrator.

A farmer from the Warragul Beef
Cheque Group, participating In a
Sustainable Soils workshop, assesses
pasture insect diversity as part of the
third workshop session fisld day.

For more information or to
ragister, contact Andrew Jeeves
at Go Mark Sustainable
Agriculture;

Phone (03) 5662 3022
Mobile 0427 642 426
Email: andrew@gomark.com.ay

ty Ltd, which ha

cularly the fastest growing seg

who are going down the track of becom-
ing sustainable and looking after their
soils.

“l believe Australia, within the next
three to five years, will show a marked
difference in becoming sustainable and
productive.

‘The message is getling out across
Australia - we just want to keep reinforc-
ing that message.

“About 70 percent of our workload is
now with conventional farmers getting
in and becoming sustainable and pro-
ductive, learning about soil balance and
doing things differently to the chemical
fertiliser and conventional methods of
20, 30, 40 years ago.

“We now have over 250 dealers nation-
ally who handle our product and work
very closely with farmers and growers.

“We engage over 50 independent hor-
ticulturists, viticulturists and agronomists
across Australia, who, on an independ-
ent basis, analyse soil tests and famm
conditions to help farmers and growers
understand the soils specific to their
particular farm, whether they are olive
growers, a viticulturalists, citrus or tropi-
cal fruit growers.

“We have key people in each state who
act on our behalf but on an independent
basis to provide technical advice, and
that has paid huge dividends for us."

The company’s central product, Guano
Gold Kwik Start, is naturally formed from
layers of dicalcium-phosphate created by
the interaction of coral remains, sea bird

s withstood the severe drought conditions
g phenomenal growth Australia-wide on the back of Australia’s expanding
ment: SUSTAINABLE FARMING.

deposits, fish and seaweed over thouy-
sands of years.

“Itis rated high in phosphorus , calcium,
and cation-exchange capacity, plus silica
and organic carbon,” said Mr Jashar.

“The product is stored, blended, pack-
aged and distributed in each state of Aus-
tralia and meets organic industry requla-
tions as well as AQIS clearances.

“Food and Agriculture Laboratories of
Australia Pty Ltd rates Guano Gold Kwik
Start as an excellent soil supplement be-
cause it is a conglomeration of both read-
ity available nutrients and a longer term
release of nutrients in a mixture that both
conditions and fertilizes the soil.

"Guano Gold is high in phosphorus and
calcium in a 1-2 ration.”

“About 50 per cent of the total phospho-
rus is citrate-soluble, providing nutrient
available for quick release.

“The other 50 percent becomes avail-
able over the next three, six, nine and
twelve month period.

"Evenness in granulation allows for
convenient and effective spreading, and
it can be blended with other products
and nutrients.

"The product can be used in either
conventional or organic food production
systems.”

The company says that growing sus-
tainably allows horticulturists to produce
value added or higher retums by meeting
the demand from different markets.

Guano Gold is available in 40 kg, 1
tonne bulka bags, and bulk suppty.

SUSTAINABILITY

What Is susteinable agricuiture?
Environmental health, economic viability,
social empowerment

There have been many attempts fo pin
down a precise definition of sustainabil-
ity, let afone a definition of sustainable
agriculture.

Our definition is: “running a successful
and profitable farm business while not
depleting or degrading the natural SYS-
tems on the farm, or off the farm.”

Having said that, we use the best avail-
able systems and maodels from around
the world, to understand, analyse, and
classify sustainability on farms.

We've combined the best paris of ISO
14001, the Natural Step Sustainability
Framework, Ecological Footprint Analy-
sis, Best Practice Management and farm-
ing industry benchmarks to come up with
our audit and classification system.

Auditing and Ciassifying Farm
Sustalinabillty

Go Mark audits farms across 10 Steps
using around 80 indicators depending on
the farming operation.

The 10 Steps are: “The Big Picture” -
the potential and existing environmental
problems of the farm and its region,;
farmer attitudes to change and sustain-
ability.

a) Planning;

b) Soil Management:

c) Water Management;

d) Crop ( Pasture Management:

e) Natural Resource Management:

f) Energy and Resource Use Efficiency;
g) Chemical Use, Toxicity and Manage-
ment

h) Waste Management

i} Overall Sustainability

108 dA ;gmplefasummaar gr:ph_ g.f; han Ta.-..-
it i e {1 [¢]
"] | Newlwbe | dhedoaiyiam compared uin o Top
ot MMl 1 Sustainable agriculture
e B wedumis g | 1S the most productive
- and viable agriculture in
B the long-term. Go Mark
- Bulrame Risk . ‘
= i o Sustainable Agricuiture
¢ o assists farmers to be-
*ff ng’ﬁ - come more sustainable,
f}f ¥ e, more viable and more
profitable
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Measuring sustainability

BENEATH Go Mark’s sustainability ratings,
price grids and retail presence, there are ob-
jective measurements and formulas to underpin
the brand, farm sustainability rating and con-
sumer satisfaction.

The concept was hatched years ago by Mr
Andrew Jeeves,

Andrew, who holds an industrial design degree,
dabbled in Permaculture, but noticed it held little
appeal for mainstream farmers.

He felt he needed to develop a process to not
only aid sustainability, but profitability also.
Originally a2 more complex process involving
ISC 14,001 accreditation for environmental
management systems was developed in
concert with the Environment Protection Au-
thority.

Butthe take-up wasn’t huge, so it was simplified
and the Sustainability Rating was hatched.
The rating is worked out using self assessment
and an audit of each farm.

it objectively measures 10 categories: environ-
mental fragility of the farm and its caichment,
planting soil, water, crop and pasture, efficient
use of energy and resources, chermical use and
toxicity, natural resource management, waste
production and overall sustainability.

Within each of those categories there is 1010 12
benchmarks which are measured and rated.
Farmers who are 50 to 69 per cent sustainable
using the Go Mark rating process are given
three stars.

If they are 70 to 84 per cent sustainable they
are given four stars, and if they are 85 to 100
per cent sustainable they are given five.

To date, February 27, 2003, no farmers have
achieved five star status.

Similarly, chemical use is also monitored. All
calves are allowed an early drench and a-five-

in-one, or a seven-in-ong, vaccine. However
the estimated withholding periods, or estimated
slaughter intervals, are doubled for four star
product and tripled for five star product.

To get involved with Go Mark, farmers must
undertake an audit by the company via its cer-
tification process.

PRICES AND SUSTAINABILITY

The price grid used by Go Mark is designed to
reward sustainability, sajeable meat yield and
beef quality.

Sustainability is determined by the auditing
system and beef quality is determined by MSA
specifications.

Saleabls meat yield is determined by a ratio
between an animal's eye muscle and its car-
case weight, not just a visual appraisal of its
butt shape.

The base specifications for cattle supplied to

. Go Mark are Group One or Group Two MSA -

grading, 180 to 230 kilogram carcase weight,
three to seven miltimetre rib fat, B, C, and D
muscle shape, only bos Taurus.

Cattle that are slaughtered and don’t meet
specifications are sold at normal commercial

rates.
RETAIL

The meat is sold direct, at fam€mers’ markets and
to organic butchers.

Most is sold in 18 to 24 kg boxes with a com-

bination of cuts.

Each piece of meat is quality assured under
MSA, and can be traced back to individual ani-
mals. Meat from five star animals is also tested
for chemicals and heavy metals.

declining, costs up, refums nof ...

animal wastes inte plant feod).

on the third.

the free services that it normaily provides.

available when the plants need them.

“Securing The Future Of Your Farm”
FARM SUSTAINABILITY WORKSHOP SERIES

The "Securing the Future of Your Farm™ workshops are designed to assist farmers to
implement changes to increase profitability, fulfiliment, and success whilst maintaining and
restoring natural resources on and off the fam.

Sustainable Soils: Increase ferfility and productivity,
contain costs, minimise environmental impact.

“This workshop was exfremely helpful and consolidafed the knowledge | already had and
built on if. The workshop could lead fo some very vaiuable oufcomes as far as the profitability
of our business and ils sustainability is concemned.”

~ KY. Beef farmer, Elinbank, Warragul Beef Cheque Group.

More and more farmers are finding they have to put more feriliser on to get the same result
they used to get with less. Ferliliser costs continue to go up whilst returns clo not ..
a recipe for disaster.

This workshop assists you to increase ferility, increase preductivity and contain fertiliser costs
all ot the same fime by focusing on the three main aspects of soil development:

1. The chemical (managing nutrients and fertilizers),
2. The physical [how it looks and feels; its structure), and
3. The biokegical {creating the ideal conditions for scil life to most efficiently tum plant and

Conventional faming focuses mainly on the first, somewhat on the second and hardly at all

it is the biclogy. or scit life, that cycles nultients to maintain soil fertility, nutrition and structure.,
If you ignore soil ife or don't provide for it, you will have to provide many of the nuirients and

Many farmers apply fertilisers, not realising that much of it will soon be locked up in their acid
soil and unavailable for plant use. A lot of the rest will go down the nearest creek because
their soil can’t support the sorts of sgil life that can hold onto those nutrients and make them

This nutrient loss is @ major cause of dlgal blooms in many of our streams and lakes as well as
ihe die-off of seagrasses in cur bays and estuaries.
Susiainable Solls teaches you how to selve these problems, helps you e
understand how salls work, how to improve thels fertility naturally, and make
more money growing heaithier food in healthler soils,

fertility
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succass stories,

substantially.

the “BEST OF BOTH WORLDS™.

THE KISMET OF
GUANO GOLD

Luck, destiny, solid market research, a Moslem
connection, and the gift of being in the right place at the
right time, with the right idea, have combined to produce
the rise of John Kismet Jashar and his company, Guano
Gold, one of Australian agriculture’s more exofic

Guano Gold is a natural phosphate fertiliser composed
of dicalcium phosphate layers, which were generated
by the interactions of coral remains, sea bird deposits, fish and seaweed on the [
Indonesian island of Madura as it rose over many thousands of years. The deposits &
are estimated to ensure supply for more than 50 years.

Guano Gold is a Victorian company, based in Shepparton, which has grown

Since it commencad, the company has supplied thousands of farmers across
Australia, many of whom see the product as a big, important step to aid them through |
the transition from organic/Biodynamic farming, to true sustainability, thus enjoying

-John K Jashar

GO MARK
SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE

Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture
has pioneered the development and
implementation of world-dlass systems
to audit, dassify, certify and market
sustainable agriculture since 1997,
Our systems cover the environment,
humane animal management and
genetic engineering.

Our aim is to:

* Assist farming to become more
sustainable

+ Connect farmers with interested
customers; and

« Get premiums and more of the food
dollar back to farmers,

We do this by benchmarking and
auditing sustainability on farms,
certifying farms and food supply chains,
conducting workshops and field days,
and assisting farmers to market their
certified farm products.

Go Mark decision an easy one
Ertract jrom Beef and Catile {Camaron Morse] 27:2/2003

For the Hutchinson and Patterson family in
east Gippsland's Clyde North, the decision
to become Go Mark accredited, and to
market their beef through the company;
was simple.

Their focus on making their 95 hectare (230
acre) famm environmentally sustainable |
meant they had already met most of Goi
Mark's eligibility criteria for a four-star|
rating., so the biggest change for them|
was gaining 360 cents a kikogram for their |

| vealers instead of 220 to 280 ¢ fkg.

| hand. And with the frace back mechanisms

Glenda and Brett Hutchinson and Glenda's |
brother, Russell Patterson, run 120 vealer |
mothers in conjuniction will full-time jobs |
for Brett and Russeli. The cows are mated |
to Gelbvieh Red Angus-cross and Belglan'
Blue bulls.

The progeny are marketed either 1hroughl
Go Mark, Gippshbeef, direct lo Wagstaffs or |
through the Victortan Livestock Exchange. [
Three to four years ago they decided to:
get serious about farming and built iis
praductivity, profitability and economic and |
environmental sustainability.

They have increased stocking rates by more |
than 50 per cent in the past three years.
They have also completed a Prograzef
course and attend a Beefcheque group.
They rationale graze, soil test, and manage
their catle to meet Msatl Standards
Australia (MSA) benchmarks, individuatly
tag and performance-record bulls, cows
and calves for growth rate, oblain carcase
data on all progeny, belong to Landcare,
have re-fenced parls of their property and
plamted stands of trees - and that was
becoming Go Mark accredited.

“We are trying to produce the best possible
produce we can,” said Glenda Hutchinson,
Then along came Andrew and Sonja
Jeeves offering above-rarket rates to
reward that focus. “Who isn't interested in
that,” replied Glenda,

The families have made some changes to
meet MSA and Go Mark's requirements.
Their cattle were only just meeting MSA's
pH grading. so now vealers have access fo
silage by mouth before marketing to boost
their nutrition. They oftert buy a box of Go
Mark beef back to assess their wares first-

in place they know which calf they are
eating and who its mother and father was.
They are also investigating the use of fowl
manure in place of fertiliser. Last year half
the farm was conventionally fertilised, and
the other half was spread with chicken
r&nure.

The anecdotal difference was remarkable, |
with the chicken manure feriflised pasture
{eaping ahead to provide three to four nmes
the amount of feed.

According to the analysis done by Mr
Huichinson, that's because the chicken!
manure feriliser offerad more phosphorus, |
nitrtogen and potassium ‘bang for dheir
buck’. To be sure the chicken manure is
free of weeds and pathogens, they leave |
it o bake in the sun for three weeks before
spraading and then keep the stock off the
pasture for another three weeks.

The family alsc retums crganic matter to|
the soii by muiching dry, rank feed, and|
spraying microbes back into the soil too - all |
adding fue| to the soil engine which drives
pasture growih. |

€2003 « Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd, PO Box 350, Leongatha., VIC 3953 « Ph/Fax: {03) 5662-3022 « ACN 077 341 336
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The Future of Your Farm

If it's not salinity, lack of water, rising costs, climate
change, increasing regulation, tree dieback
or toxic chemicals, it's consumers wanting a
guarantee of the clean and green nature of your
farm. Farmers not focused on sustainability will
find it harder and harder to remain viable in the

|

GO MARK
SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE

We support farmers wanting to make the
transition to sustainability with training, consulting
and certification.
Go Mark connects farmers making this transition,
with consumers who want to buy farm products
that are better for our land, our health and the
future.
We do this by:
¢ Classifying and certifying farm sustainability;
and
* L abelling produce from these certified farms,
using our 3 level logo, so that purchasers
know what to buy.
Sustainable agriculture is the most productive
and viable agriculture in the long-term.

SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE

%

* o w

* %

The 3 Star Rating

is for food and other farm
products grown on farms
- that are certified humane,

> T

GMO-free, are minimising
chemical use and are 50-69%
sustainable.

The 4 Star Rating

is for food/ farm products grown
on farms that are cerified
humane and GMO-free, are in
transition to chemical-free and
are 70-84% sustainable.

GO

99

The 5 Star Rating
is for food ffarm products grown

Ik

on farms that are certified humane, GMO-free,
chemical-free and are 85-100% sustainable.

Beneflts to Farmers

= Access to expanding ‘green’ markets - consumer
demand is growing at around 25% per year.

*» Assistance in the transition to sustainability and in-
creased viability.

* Opportunities for premiums.

“We are trymg fo produce the best possible product
== we can.” Then along came Go
Mark offering above market rates
to reward that focus.
"Who isn’'t Interested in that?”
& ~ Glenda & Brett Huichinson &
" Russell Patterson, certified Go Mark
8 farm, Clyde North in The Stock and
= [ and.
& “From a practising farmer’s
perspective, Go Mark have
identified the important issues.
Good environmental management
is not a cost to farmers, it made
us more.”

BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH GO MARK

Guane NEWS _

Sustainability
objectives

We audit, classify and certify
sustainable agriculture, and label
certified foods and other farm
products using a 3 Star, 4 Star and
§ Star rating system.

It is clear that sustainable farming
and food production is the way to

go.

Not only is it more profitabie for the
farmer and associated companies
(in most cases), it is also better for
our environment and consumers
are increasingly demanding it.

agricuiture there is no hope of
sustainable rural communities.

GO MARK'S OBJECTIVES
THEREFORE, ARE TO:

* Help mainstream farmers become

In the long-run, without sustainable ;

more sustainable.

+ Enable farmers to market their
sustainably produced farm products
to the rapidly growing group of
consumers demanding natural,
healthy and sustainable products.

» Enable consumers to recognise

and to choose to buy sustainably
produced products, so that their
spending directly benefits them,
sustainable farmers and our
environment.

« Show that environmentally
focused business can be profitable
for all concerned.

Incraase Market
Shara | Market to growing ‘green’ consumer segments.

Rich Rewsards| 154 firct compentes using ‘green’ brands will reap the richest rewards.

Manags Risk | Having an aco-label will buffer you and your suppilers against potential drops in
consumer confidence. Due to future scares in the feod Industry.

Security Sacure the sustainability of your supply chains and therefore your business.

change.

Sustalnabiiity | The challenge and the opportunity of the decade.
Introduction to Go Mark’s assoclates consufting in corporate sustainabilily and cultural

as well ag consumer and staff pressure.

Be Proactive | control your corporate dastiny - don't wait and react to future environmental regulation,

Due Diligence | uynimising environmental impact fs part of corporate ‘due difigence”.

Corporate
Chizenship | improving environmental quailty.

Triple Bottom Line

Regporting

& Environmental | increasingly important to businesses and being pushed by governments.

Polkinghome's is an innovative butcher shop in Albert Park, Melboume. lis focus is beef from the owners' Go Mark-certified farm in East Gippstand,
Victoria . The beef is sold fresh and is packaged as ready-prepared fresh and frozen meals with the addition of local, seasonal produce.,
All farm supplies, their supply chains and the shop itself will be Go Mark certified during 2001.

POLKINGHORMNES
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Capability Statement

Go Mark is a private company that has pioneered the
development and implementation of systems to audit, classify
and certify sustainable agriculture in Australia, since 1996,
Our systems are adapted from the 1SO 14001 Environmental
Management System, The Natural Step sustainabitity
framework, land capability research by various government
authorities and have been refined on over 50 farm audits.

We have partnered with the Victorian EPA, the Australian
Centre for Cleaner Production, Landcare groups and other
farmer groups to deliver programs that are resulting in the
social, economic and environmental rejuvenation of rural
communities.

WHAT GO MARK BRINGS TO EVERY PROJECT
A demonstrated understanding of the sustainability of
Australian agricuiture, grounded in more than five years of
research and development.

1. Experience in liaising with govemment agencies
and departments for the purpose of providing a high standard
of service and product delivery,

2. A history of developing a successful market-
linked environmental management model for farmers that is
transportable across communities and catchments.

3. Experience in supporting government authorities
to implement ‘camot’ rather than ‘stick’ approaches to
achieving better environmental outcomes.

4. A strong corporate commitment to reduce the
environmental impacts of the agricultural sector whilst
maintaining or increasing farm viability.

5. Demensirated experienca working and achieving
results with fanmers and farm groups.

Educational tools to support the delivery of

sustainable land use change

Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture has developed a workshop
process based around our Farm Sustainability Self-
Assessment that is proving successful both in gaining farmer
involvement and in isolating key sustainability issues to be
addressed. It is a useful, low-cost process for initiating and
supporting change within a region.

The format for this workshop process is as

follows;

Each participating fammer completes a Farm Sustainability
Seli-Assessment Questionnaire and sends this to Go Mark.
We retum confidential individuaf reports outlining sach farm's
sustainability strengths and weaknesses and the Go Mark
Sustainability Classification that the farm presently meets.
Go Mark evaluates the Self-Assessments and identifies the
commaon sustainability issues for the group.

We compile an overall report, with recommendations for the
centent of the workshop.

The group selects the preferred content for the workshop from

the recommended options. A workshop is then developed
taitored 1o the identified needs of the group.

The self-assessment process allows careful matching to the
needs of each fammer group, and is an educational process
in itself.

It allows farmers and growers to look at the key sustainability
issues on their properties, and to understand where their farm
stands compared with benchmarks for their industry.

By understanding their farms’ key sustainability issues, they
can make more informed decisions about investing their time
and money for the best outcomes.

Our Expertise
Our systems and practical on-ground experience revolve
around the following services:

Government agency TESTIMONIALS on Go Mark:

Doug Newion, Manager, Special
Environmentai Protection Authority:
“Firstly, we are very happy with the process that was run with
the Labertouche community.

"Secondly, the rapport you built up with the community and their
participation levels tells me that you are talking about content
and at a level that interests and makes sense to farmers. In
this respect the most sensitive and critical clients seem to be
happy with what you and Go Mark are on about.

“Thirdly, your commitment to a high standard of service
and product delivery throughout the project was above
expectations and resufted in real value for all participants and
stakeholders.”

Projects, Victorian

Robert Joy, Executive Director, Victorian Environmental
Protection Authority:

‘EPA has been pleased to partner your organisation in
the investigation and promotion of ecological sustainable
developmeni,

“In particular, EPA was pleased to provide a grant under
the Cleaner Production Partnerships Program for the
development of the Ten Steps to Sustainable Beef Farming'.
Implementation of such environmental management systems
can assist farmers to grow high quality beef whilst reducing
their impact on the environment. EPA is happy to support
organisations, like Go Mark, that integrate environmental
sustainability with production processes in other practicai
ways, where the opportunity arises.”

Dr. John Williams, Deputy Chief, Land and Water
Section, Commonwealth Sclentific & Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO):

“... sustainable management within [agricultural] industries is
not an optional extra, but an immediate imperative that will
allow soms advantage to be gained before it becomes an
essential ticket to market access.”

Assessments sustainabiiity.

1 Farm Sustainability Seif-| Farmers fill In a questionnaire which Go Mark uses to benchmark the farm’s

2 Farm Sustainability

Verification | A FHn’s sustainability Is sudited, bench marked and classified.

3 Farm Gmupf Sub- Focuses on:

Catchment Sustainability | .Assessed sustainability weaknesses
Assessment and Training | _significant environmental impacts;
Workshops | .How to make the transition to sustainability whilst minimising impacts and
maintaining or Increasing productivity.
-Individual farm changes for sustainability
-Catchment changes (farm group) for sustainability

Chain Sustainabliity Audits | olsssifled

4 Farm Froduct Supply | A farm product's supply chain sustainabiiity Is audited, bench marked and

S Sustainability Analysis | A food or farm product-related business’ sustainability is audited, bench
and Classification | marked and classified.

6 Consultancy and Training | Farms and farm product related businesses are assisted fo make the transition
Services | toward sustainability.

7 Farm Product Certification
and Consumer ‘Eco-

Food and farm products are certified under Go Mark’s 3 level sustalnability
labelling’. classification for consumer labelling.

“Pofkinghomé‘é.'}gpresenrs a very personal effort to re-establish the direct

Integrity

Our understanding of
brands is changing

A brand is a product/service PLUS it is a
relationship. The relationship is formed by ALL
contacts with your comparny:

@) Your market presence

b) Your image

¢} The physical product itself

d} Corporate behavior - service, culture, style

Market presence and image are much harder to
get across to consumers. The customer/brand
relationship is now seen to be A COMMITMENT
TO A BRAND (emotional and psychological)
rather than just LOYAL USAGE OF A BRAND.

Psychological commitment has:

Subtle drivers need EVIDENCE of a brands
positioning. It is not helped by ‘sledgehammer’
marketing

‘Green’, ‘environment’, ‘sustainable’, etc., are one
of the few ways left for you 1o believably connect
DEEPLY (emotionally and psychologically) with
your customers.

Consumer demand for “Green”
brands and “Eco-labels”
Recent consumer research shows that ‘Green
Brands’ do and will increasingly attract a
marked preference from a larger number of

consumer segments.
Publicist Communications, a pre-eminent
international advertising/cormmunications

company, recommends that where possible, green
branding is “to be grabbed with both hands”.
As an example, world demand for organic
products is estimated to quadruple from $35 billion
this year to $150-190 billion in 2006 ($AUS).

Go Mark’s Process
Go Mark can certify any food or farm product
using its 3 level Sustainability Classification
System.
Retail or food outlets can also be certified. Refer
Polkinghome's testimonial, below and page 6.

GO MARK
SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE

¥ 3 ¥

producer to consumer relationship now lost in the food industry. We are passionately

commitied to optimising the eating quality of our products. This requires absolute integrity and commitment to breeding, individual livestock care and nurturing

of our pristine properly environment. You have our guarantee on this.”

~ From the Polkinghorne’s guarantee statement.
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The importance of Silica

The third most significant component of Guano Gold - Kwik
Start by composition is Silica, or Silicon Dioxide.

Until recently virtually unknown as a fertiliser, it is nonethe-
less a specific requirement for rice production and is, in fact,
in some ways a replacement for Calcium in the Graminae, or
grasses, which range from sugarcane to the edible grains.
In these plants, called Silicolous, silica becomes a primary
constituent of cell walls.

This has the effect of strengthening the cell walls, which is
one reason why plants deprived of adequate silicon will be
more susceptible to fungal diseases.

Silica also enables grass leaves to stand more erect, thus ena-
bling them to catch more light, hence enhancing the process
of photosynthesis.

Silicon is a mineral with similar chemical properties to car-
bon, and just as basic in the earth’s composition.

Silicon dioxide, or silica, is a naturally occurring mineral
that comprises 5 per cent of limestone, 44 per cent of basalt
and 68 per cent of granite.

Sandy soils may contain over 90 per cent silica, loams may
be 60 to 70 per cent, but in Laterite soils it can be as low
as 2 per cent. The low levels of silicon in leached soils also
contributes to the lock up of phosphorous, because research
has demonstrated that silicates cause an increase in absorption
of phosphorous by plants.

(lenerally, clay soils rich in silicon will have higher cation
exchange capacities, will be younger, and less leached than
those soils with lower silicon levels.

The fact that Guano Gold - Kwik Start has available silica, in
combination with phosphorous, actually improves the uptake
of phosphorous by plants.

There are indications that enhanced flavour and keeping
qualities of fruit and vegetables may be attributed to adequate
supplics of silicon in the growing medium.

Watermelon in particular uses and concentrates silicon, and
will not thrive where a deficiency exists.

Other plants are known to produce befter fruits with ad-
equate silicon, and the flavour and keeping quality of fruit
and vegetables is improved in its presence.

Grapes may particularly benefit from the presence of silicon
actually thickening and strengthening the skin cells of the
berries. A number of positive responses are likely to flow
from this happening.

Flavour is known to be borne in the skins, and the stronger
skins will be less permeable to motlds and fungi directly, and
less likely to split in wet weather.

Where leaching of native soils has occurred, where rainfall
is high, where irrigation has been practised for a long time,
or where soil organic levels are low, available silicon may be
in short supply.

Little attention has been paid in the past to silicon as a
fertiliser, bt there is a growing awareness of iis importance.
(Thank you - John Kismet Jashar)

WS..

GUANO GOLD - KWIK START®

Capsicums grown with Guano Goid - Kwik Start, ready
for customer purchase.
(Note increase in colour due to Silica)

Where does the silicon in Guano Gold - Kwik Start come
from?

Unlike other sources, which are usnally of mineral origin,
the silicon in Guano Gold - Kwik Start is derived from liv-
ing organisms.

An analysis of the derivation of the deposits from which
Guano Gold - Kwik Start is sourced reveals that it is basically
seabird droppings on coral reefs that have been uplifted and
become part of an island. Seabirds feed on fish which have
as their original food source chlorophyll rich diatoms.

These one-celled organisms are pastures for nine tenths of
the food of everything that lives in the sea. So thisis the prime
source of the Guano Gold - Kwik Start deposits.

The importance of this lies not so much in the chlorophyll
itself, but the containers, the skeletons that these microscopic
creatures create. Incredibly. these one-celled organisms take
silicon and oxygen from seawater and construct finy chioro-
phyll-containing baskets out of spun glass.

The intricacy of the designs is one of those mexphicably
creative features of the world around us that we rarely con-
template, and which evolution will never explair, but it is
the substance of the material used that is of interest to us as
farmers. The skeletal material is Silica or Silicon Dioxide,

100% Available Silica - Guano Australia Pty. Ltd.

and its filigee nature makes it accessible to other creatures,
zlso microscopic, when the original builders have been di-
gested.

It is possible that a succession of inhabitants utilise these
homes as the various forms of digestive organisms operate
on the material in the guts of the consumers, and then on the
droppings of the birds themselves,

When we get cur Guano Gold - Kwik Start in bags or bulk,
we are the recipients of not only a phosphorous source, but
also about 10 per cent in weight of diatomic skeletons.
These are almost certainly the homes of the bacteria that
begin the process of breakdown and of making available the
fertility that we buy.

It is kmown that the bacterial animals that create humus thrive
in a silicon rich environment, as the Biodynamic practitioners
know when they bury the cow hormns to incubate their bacterial
cultures. In a similar way, when Guano Gold - Kwik Start
is incorporated into the soil, and moisture is involved, the
diatomic skeletons will provide an ideal incubator for the
dormant bacteria in the Guano Gold - Kwik Start.

The question of the availability of the silica in Guano Gold
- Kwik Start is often raised. It is best answered by considering
that it is of microscopic animal origin, and that it provides
part of the living environment of bacteria that are primanly
involved in the decomposition of material.

As with the other primary components of Guano Gold - Kwik
Start, caleium and phosphorous, the derivation of the silica
from living organisms renders it far more accessible to both
bacterial decomposition and root acid etching.

Bacterial activity, directly leading to the death of bacteria,
whose bodies are plant food themselves, will provide an at-
tractant for plant roots. Once atfracted these have the capacity
to dissolve nutrients directly or to absorh them from the soil
solution according to need. g

It is worth noting that the calcium component, being coral
derived, will furmish a similarly favourable environment for
microbial activity as well, and for the same reasons availabil-
ity is enhanced by its origin. In fact there is almost certainly a
complementary interaction involved so that plants can access
either calcium or silica or both according te need.
Phosphorous uptake is enhanced by adequate silica as noted
already, and the favourable microbial environment can only
serve to strengthen the availability of nutrients generally.
As T indicated to you nearly two years ago, the silica in your
product is almost 45 valuable for organic farmers as the
phosphorous, particularly to enhance photosynthesis and
for disease resistance.

T hope that this explanation of its derivation and activity will
help you to convey this mnformation 1o others.

Prepared by Tony Walker of Matta Neta Pty Ltd, Smith
Bay, Kangaroo Island, SA 5223. Organic and agronomic
consultants, HACCF and quality system anditing & service.
Mob:0428 831 059; Tel: 08 8553 5259, Fax: 08 8553 5100

{longer) plant is grown with Guano Gold.
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and its important silicon

component works . . . Drewitt

By Robert Drewitt BSc (Sys AG) Con-
sultant Agronomist, Bingara Farm
Centre - NSW

SILICON is an element present in the
sail in a very insoluble form (sand) and
at high levels similar to that of calcium,
magnesium and even phosphorus.
Silicon is an essential plant nutrient es-
pecially for the growth of grasses such as
wheat, oats, barley, sorghum, rice, rye,
tricale, sugarcane, etc.

These crops require “sificon at levels
higher than any other mineral” - Plant
Health Cenire Pittsburgh, PA Dr M Ker-
nam phcmike@nb.net

The function of silica in plant tissue is
to then:

a) Provide structural rigidity and
strength as silicon is deposited as silica
in the cell walls. Plant tissue lays down
a ridged barrier of 90 per cent pure silica
mineral between the waxy layer and the
epidermis, therefore:

b} Silicon reduces OR prevents
damage or attack that involves tissue
penefration of the cuter epidermis. For
example - fungal diseases.

c) Silicon reduces the significant
problem of lodging of crops.

d} Silicon allows more efficient use
of water loss by plants through reduced
evapotranspiration.

Why the Silicon breakdown process
stops working:
To become available to plants silicon

must be absorbed as H4Si04 (mo-
nosilicic acid) which exists in a normal
paddock of biodiversity (i.e. in a natural
state containing clover, grasses, weeds,
trees etc), new farming country or those
after a lay crop.

This level of silicon is at a fevel of 100
times higher than phosphotus. This high
level of monosilicic acid will bind (react)
with manganese, aluminium and iron in
the soil to tie up these elements and
allow phosphorus to remain therefore
freely available in the soil.

Consequently this cycle of changing in-
soluble silicon to plant-available and sol-
uble monosilicic acid in the case of grass
paddocks, forests and home gardens is
due to microbial action. Bacteria, fungi
and lichen actually break down insoluble
silicon - sand - o monasilicic acid.
Consequently in modem broadacre
farming we have via monoculture where
weeds are removed as part of fallow
management, organic matter is reduced
- and so are the soil microbes.

V.A.M or Long Fallow Disorder is a clas-
sic example of this problem and it has
been well documented by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

A cereal crop producing 2.5 tonnes per
hectare will use and remove 245gto 700
g of silica, with the higher level removed if
some of the stubble is also removed.

How did | use this data in my
business?
1/ Provide a soluble form of silicon to

meet plants' initial needs using Guano
Gold fertiliser

2/ Educate clients in soil microbiology
(which involved educating myself). An ex-
ample of this would be to blend Guano
Gold with other HiFert and or other cred-
ible products, or simply by using Guano
Gold alone in the redder soil types (where
iron, aluminium and pH are issues to con-
sider) to provide silicon.
Secondly by using the biostimulant Agris-
pon to create the environment for fungi,
bacteria and protozoa growth. Agrispon
has been applied with pesticides such
as Roundup, Stomp, frifluralin, MCPA,
bromocide, detia metherin or Roger.

Education
As a 33 year old who finished Ag Science
12 years ago, it was hard to accept that |
was doing some things wrong.
But the drive to be ethical to my clients
by at least offering sustainable solutions
to their problems, and trying to educate
them to understand their own problems,
drove me to think about what | saw hap-
pening in the paddocks and to challenge
my own comfort zone,
Many of my clients would not furn up to
education days, would not read mailouts,
and would always focus on $%. But at
least | have offered them the tools.

What should do now?
If you are interested in Guano Gold or
Agrispon then you should:-

a) Read the data provided by John

@

GUANO

GOLD

Jashar of Guano Australia Pty Ltd.

b) Listen to the tape by Dr. Neil Kin-
sey.

c) Ask your agronomist about the func-
tion of VAM, silica and the function of
microbiological life. Ask your agronomist
about the s0il tests they are using - are
they adequate? Also ask your agronomist
how do they try to educate their clients.

d) Attend a training day run by Guano
Australia Pty Ltd.

e) Above all else listen and investigate
this and at the end of the day you can
say it's all shit or it isn't.

This surmmation is proudly provided by
Mr Robert Drewitt, to Guano Austrafia Pty
Ltd, in orderto support agronomists, dis-
tributors and farmers appreciate the real
understanding of above points.

For any further information and or as-
sistance please contact:

John Kismet Jashar

Guano Australia Pty Ltd

Tel: 03 5821 1100

Rebart Drowitt
Rising Holme Rural Pty Ltd
Tel: 0427 241 201

Richard Jackson
R. Jackson & Assoc. Pty Ltd
Tel: 03 5662 2565

The above information and recommenda-
tions are the property of Guano Australia
Pty Ltd and protected by copyright

The role of silica to increase plant growth

There are 13 major and minor nuirients which are rec-
ognised as essential nutrients for the growth of crops.
Science of Agriculture has not recognised “silica’” as
an essential element. Recent research recognises the
importance of silica in plant growth, disease resistance
etc. The vital role of silica is described below:

Increase in the yield - There is an increase in leaf area

as well as in the yield if silica is extracted in sufficient
amounts in rice, sugarcane and wheat,
These increases in the yield associated with the ex-
traction of silica have been attributed to the increased
number of millable stalks and increased plant size, plant
height and stem diameter.

Induced resistance to stress - Under field conditions
crop yields are adversely affected by biotic stresses
such as soil water shortage, temperature variations,
cold temperature, Fe, Al & Mn toxicities eic.

Appropriate silica management offers a solution to
these problems,

Disaase Control - Itis noticed that leaf freckling symp-
toms, which cause inefficient photosynthesis leading to
lower yield, were reduced following silica uptake.

Silica is known to be deposited at the extemal surface
of cell walls of plants, thus forming a mechanical barrier
of penetration of the pathogens.

The same mechanism is useful for protecting rice from
rice blast, rice sheath and blight.

Pest Control - Presence of silica crystals in the epi-
dermal tissue of the sheath, leaves and developing in-
ter-nodes, hinders the feeding of the insects damaging
their mandibles.

Taxicity Alleviation - Main effect of silica on alleviating
Mn toxicity was to distribute Mn more evenly through
the leaves, thereby preventing it from collecting it into
localized areas, which become necrotic.

Freezing Alleviation - 1t is observed that there is in-
creased tolerance to freeze damage, when a proper

amount of silica is extracied.

Water Economy - Improvised silica nutrition reduces
excessive leaf transpiration. The rate of transpiration is
presumably influenced by the amount of silica gel as-
sociated with the cellulose in the cell walls of epidermal
cells. Hence a well-thickened layer of silica gel helps to
retard water loss,

Reducing lodging as well as impraving ereciness

- Under field conditions, particularly in dense stands
of sugar cane, rice, wheat, etc, silica stimulates growth
and yield by decreasing mutual shading by improving
leaf erectness, which decreases susceptibility to lodg-
ing. Leaf erectness is an important factor affecting light
interception in dense plant popufation and hence photo
synthesis.

Our observation indicates that silica plays a very im-
portant role not only in rice, wheat and sugar cane which
are silica loving crops but crops like vegetable crops,
fruit crops and other field crops.




Guano Gold
Sugar Cane Trial,
North Queensland

A replicated sugar cane trial com-
paring Guano Gold to Single Super
is underway in Mackay North Queens-
land.

The frial was setup to determine if,
in low C.E.C. acid soils, Guano Gold could outperform
or match Single Super in sugar cane yield and sugar
content.

Thus Guano Gold could become a sustainable and
cost-effective replacement for Single Super as both a
stand alone product or in blends.

Primac Elders (Agronomists Key Account Manager)
Joe Bartolo selected the site and conducted pre-trial
soil testing.

The paddock he seiected was a first ratoon crop of
Q190 variety cane 15 kms south of Mackay.

The field belonged to the Davies family, who operate
a large scale sugar enterprise with faoms at Mackay
and the Burdekin.

Graham Davies has just retired as chairman of Mackay
Sugar, his son Bruce, who is a qualified accountant, has
reverently returned to the farm to oversee an expansion
of the family's sugar production.

Bruce has expressed an interest in sustainable famming
and the need to lock beyond NPK as the keys to sugar
cane production in his lighter acid soils.

The paddock selected was a grey sandy loam with a
average ph of 5. The soil macro element readings were;

N 0.90 | mg/kg
P 65.00 | Colwell
P 85.00|(BSES)
K 0.34 | (Nitric)
] 4.00 | (MCP)
Ca 1.45 | meqg/100g
Mg 0.35 | meqg/100g |
Si 8.00 | {Calc2)
Si 60.00 | BSES

Micro element readings were:

Zn 0.60
Bao 0.20
Mn 16.00
Fe 119.00

The CE.C. 2.1 with a Ca Mg ratio of 41 CE.C %
were Ca 69%, Mg 10%, K 4%, Al 9%, No 1%

The trial site consists of five by Zha blocks one stand-
ard and two Guano and TWO of Single Super.

The standard block was fertilised on November 5, 2002
with a blend of Nitraking and Single Super.

Standard| Guano Super
N 204 210 203
P 22 29 3
K 120 127 120
S 20 26 38
Ca 50 72 70
Si . 0 25 0]

The Guano blocks had Nitraking (s) and Guano and
the Single Super blocks Nitraking and Singie Super
applied.

After ratooning a tissue test was taken in December
and again in March. =

Refer to table 4 (right}.

Sugar cane grower Bruce Davies, left, with Joe
Bartolo of Primac Elders, Agronomist Key Account
Manager

* Brix readings taken every sixth row at Sth node with
a refractometer.

**Taken every third row at 300 p.s.i. with a penetrom-
eter.

A third tissue test is to be conducted in July, 2003,
and then yield data and sugar content results will be
recorded.

After harvest a final soil sample will be conducted.

Information from this trial will be used to access:

» Silica uptake

« Water soluble P availability versus citric and non-

citric P.

= Bo and Zn uptake.

« Soil Compaction levels and relation to microbiologi-
cal life biomass.

« Economics of Guano expressed as $/ha gross margin
residual P levels in ratoon.

The results of this trial belong to Primac Elders.
Specific questions on trial protocols, method of ap-
plication and hard copies of soil and leaf tests remain
the intellectual property of Primac Elders and Kismet
International Pty Ltd/Guano Australia Pty Ltd.

AGRISPON
Agrispon Trial

One litre/na of Agrispon was applied in a tank
mix with 1.5 trsfha of lorsban. The tank mix was
sprayed directly over the cane set in a 20cm
band. The field selected was undulating with a
light sandy loam, the variety was Q170.

The field is situated 20kms south of Mackay,
Queensland and is owned by Mr Ron Lowrey.

During the trial to date Mr Lowrey had observed
“excellent root development in the Agrispon
block, this was despite the block being higher
up the ridge. We had expected to see the block
suffer due to the very dry spring and summer”.

In late March 03 Petrometer readings and brix
readings were taken results being:

Brix o0 124013

Compaction* | 150t 225mm| 375 {o Bomm+

* 10 samples taken at 300 psi

The results showed a remarkable difference in
soil friability. The usual “piough pan” that exists
at six to nine inches has been broken by the
action of the roots stimulated by the microbio-
logical life.

This has happen in what could only been
described as a very dry season. The effect of
the Agrispon is visible in both cane size and in
sugar content.

The results at harvest will allow us to puta dollar
retumn/ha on the use of Agrispon.

Considering the cost is approx $30/ha and
applied in conjunction with lorsban (making
for one pass), the result at this stage is looking
favourabie.

Table 4

Test Test

ONE TWO

{Dec) {Mar)

Super| Guano Super| Guano
Ca Q.300{ 0310 0.310 0.290
Mg 0.200 0.180 0.150| 0.140
N 2.000 1.900 1.140 1.300
P 0.310 0.310 0.300 0.280
K 1.700 1.500 1.360 1.440
S 0.170 0.170 0.17) 0.160
Si 0.080 0.065 0.135| 0.160
Bo 5.320 6.000 2.850| 2.650 =
Zn 7.750| 8050| 21.150| 21.300 Joe Bartolo, Agronomist Key Account Manager
Brix* nfa n/a 12.500| 12.600 of Primac Elders on left, with cane grower Hor
475 mm | 595 mm Lowrey, Mackay, Queensfand.

Compaction™ | n/a nfa
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Noel James, Senior Agronomist and Joe Bartolo, Agronomist / Key Accounis Manager, both with Primac Elders. Mackay, North Queensland
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Kismet International Pty Ltd /

This is to certify that the

Guano Australia Pty Ltd

product

“Guano Gold”

meets Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture’s product cettification criteria

and endorses its use as part of a sustainable soil development program

for a petiod of one year from the date below as specified in the agreement between

Kismet International Pty Ltd and Go Matk Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd.

CERTIFIED BY

GO MARK
SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE

Looking after our land,
our food and our future.

validto: 572004

Certification No: 0001-IV

gomark.com.au

Sonia Jeeves
Managing Ditector
Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd

Dated: 15t day of May, 2003.

Valid until: 1-5-2004
Certification No: 0002 -1V

Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd
PO Box 350, Leongatha, VIC 3953.
ACN 077 341 336




THE ONLY

Guano Gold-Kwik Start
PHOSPHATE

NS

YOU

“ON TIME
- EVERY TIME”

SILICA

SHOULD
CHOOSE
GUAND
GOLD’

KWIiK
START

“10 OUT OF 10”

Certified for use by'the Biological Farmers of Australia. Al No. MI309

For all national supplies, bIean, agronomic
and technical advisory services.

Tried - Proven - Trusted
Why It Works!

1. Available phosphorus - not locked up

2. 50-50 phosphorus split

3. Phosphorus not water soluble

4. Active calcium availability

5. Directly and indirectly adds organic matter

6. Improves water and nutrient holding capaf:rt}r
7. Active silicon availability V.
8. High cation exchange capacity v,

9. High organic carbon level Vv
10. Acts as soil conditioner

KX

Secondary facturs that flow from the above

1. Better metahuilsm of nltrates in plants
2. More phosphnms over the growing period.

Dynamic Growers under the National Standards. and
for conventional growers as well

* Environmentally Friendly

Product Analysis

3. Stronger cell walls leading to:
COST EFFECTIVE a. Flavour enhancement |
- PRICE b. Resistance to mould and fungus attack
i b b ol < c. More upright stems and open leaves h
'r._ v ) ! | .'\“I‘&‘ d Emmd [ﬂ'lﬁiﬂSj’ﬂﬁl’ES’lS r]ng
4. More fertile and viable seed production
SBSTA]NAB"JTY S Imm in soil microfauna 30il
g _ 6. Longer shelf life of produce the
7. Food that is better to eat an-
. i | of
PERFORMANCE Guano Gold Features & Benefits e
Y Y o S * Natural Organic Product £
Slerim bt i * Fast & Slow Release of Phosphorus g
* High in Cation Exchange Capacity (C.E.C.) is
% UTH.ISATION 1 000/0 N atu ra I * Granulated (2mm-5mm), easy to handle and spread i0-
.*., ‘* * * * through all spreaders and combines e
Phosphatic Fertilizer * Minima in Caimium & Mercury
 Sitable for blending with all other types of Ferfilizer 0
100% and Soil Conditioner « No Odour v
AVAILABLE * Allowed and Certified Input to Organic and Bio- V€

AUSTRALIA'S Call detals as listed below. Phosphoeds: UL T 11.6%
ONLY NATURAL : e el ) e 29.0% ;
DI-CALCIUM Guano Australia Pty Lid Silesrelle e T 10.0% :
Gu ANO rganiE Garbor ki L L 8.6% |
= ACN. 074 053 026 GRSt Gl gl 129Me./100Grams |
GOI_D 49 Field Street, Shepparton, 3630, Victoria, Australia. | : : |
_ For comprehensive range of frace slements. _ 1
PHOSPHATIC Telephone: (03) 5821 1100, (03) 5821 1155 (Refer to extensive fechnical dala reports o your nearest Guang Gald dedler ) |

FERTILIZER & SOIL

CONDITIONER WITH
MICRO-BIOLOGICAL

LIFE

1. 0.8.8.8.1

1038528NGE4101(Q)

Fax’ (03) 5821 1977
Emait: john@guano.com.au
Website: www.guano.com au

Page 13 » Guano News 2003

Available from over 250 Authorised
Dealers Around Australia



T —

T —

IYTT

NEW SOUTH WALES

Bowral Co-op
Bowral (02) 4861 1500

Campbell Bras.
Inverell (02} 6722 1955

Chandlers Landmark Pty. Ltd. or at your
nearest Chandlers Landmark Branch
Cowra (02} 6342 3699

Crookwall Fertilizers
Crociawvell (02) 4832 1609

Cooma Rural Supplies
Cooma (02) 6452 5566

Coffs Harbour Produce Pty. Ltd.
Coffs Harbour (02) 6552 2599

Elders Ltd.
Contact David Butterick on (02) 6962 1766 in
Griffith or your nearest Elders branch in N.S.W.

Em Evans & Co.
Canberra ACT {02) 6280 6432

Fish & Sons Rural & Produce Centre Pty, Lid.

/ HIFERT Bathurst (02} 5331 4034

Gilgai Rural Supplies
Gilgai (02) 6723 1213

Goulburn Produce & Rural Supplies Pty. Ltd.
Goulbum (02) 4621 3655

Guyra Rural Services Pty. Lid.
Guyra (02} 6779 1599

Kangaroo Valley Rural Supplies Pty. Ltd.
Kangaroo (02) 4465 1082

Kselly & Co. Rural Centre Pty. Ltd.
Yass (02) 6226 1800

Maceallum Richie & Co,
Scone (02) 6545 1211

Mara Seeds Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT

Mallanganee (02} 6664 5171

McGregors Agricultural Services / HIFERT
Bingara {02) 6724 1201 or at your nearest
McGregors Ag Branch or nearest HIFERT agent
MIA Rural Services Pty. Ltd.

Griffith (02) 6964 2999 or your nearest MIA
Rural Branch

Mid-State Soil Improvers Pty. Ltd.
Molong (02) 6366 8571

Norco Rural Stores Pty. Ltd.
At your nearest Notco Rural Stores branch
South Lismore (02) 6627 8266

Paton Fartilizers Pty. Ltd.
Penrith {02) 4729 2888

Furkiss Seeds Pty. Ltd,
Armidale (02} 6772 2341

Seven Holdings Pty. Lid. { HIFERT
Glen Innes (02) 6732 2287

Shiralee Produce Pty. Ltd.
South Grafton (02) 66432 4888

Silmac Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT
Crange (02} 6362 9939

Siloco Pty. Ltd.
Nowra (02) 4421 0288

Sea Magic Organics Py, Ltd.
Coffs Harbour {02) 6652 3131

Sauthern Farm Supplies Pty. Ltd.
Bega {02) 8492 3500

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Agra-Force Pty. Ltd.
Bunbury (08) 9725 6557

Cararvon Growers Association Inc.
Carmarvon {08) 9941 8384

Elders Ltd.

Contact Rod Iiano (Midiand), Cameron Friday
{Perth}, or Bavan Addison {Perth] on (08} 9273

7308 or your nearest Elders branch in W.A.

Grass Growers Py, Ltd.
Balcafta {08) D344 7133

Kununurra Rural Traders
Kununurra (08) 9168 3220

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Elders Ltd.

Contact Darren Hitl ort (08) 8972 2500 in Katherine or
your nearest Eldars branch in the Northemn Temritory

Elders Ltd, - David Murphy
Darwin (08) 8931 3455 ;

~ Tropiculture Australia Pty. Ltd. 2
Humpty Doc, N.T.
(08) 89886 1149

Southeast Soll Solutions Pty. Ltd.
Bombatla (02) 6458 7226

Yenda Produces Pty. Ltd.
Yenda (02} 6968 1011

Young Fruitgrowers Cool Stores Rural

Co-operative Society Pty. Ltd.
Young {02) 6382 1822

Wesfarmers Landmari Ltd.

Contact John Latham on (02) 6331 3166 in
Bathurst or your nearest Wesfanmers Landmark
branch in N.S.W.

Woodburmn Pastwral Co.
Bombala (02) 6458 7226

BFA CERTIFIED

Margaret River Agricultural Services Piy. Ltd.
Margarat River (08) 9757 2155

Ordco Agriculture Pty. Lid.
Kununurra (08} 9168 2255

Precision Horticulture & Research Pty. Ltd.
Manjirup (08) 9771 1822

Wesfarmers Landmark Ltd.

Contact Warren Stimat (Perth) or Des May
{Midvala) on (08) 9721 4277 or your nearest
Wesfarmers Landmark branch in W.A.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Elders Ltd.
Contact Gary Allison on (08) 8725 6533 in Mount

Gambier or your nearest Elders branch in South Australia

Farmer Johns Pty. Ltd.
Nuriooipa (08) 8562 1311

Grant Lyon Fertilizers Pty. Ltd, / HIFERT
Strathatbyn (08) 8536 4400

Greenleaf AG Pty. Lid. / HIFERT
Blyth {08) 8844 5007 or your nearest HIFERT agent.

Hin-Gee {Rural) Pty. Lid.
Victor Harbor (08) 8552 4499

Jeffries Garden Soils Pty. Ltd.
Wingfield (08) 8349 5588
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Limestone Coast Ag Supplies / HIFERT
Penola (08) §737 2800

Neutrog Fertilizers Pty. Ltd.
Kanmantoo (08) 6538 5077

Roseworthy Rural Supplies Pty. Lid,
Roseworthy (08) 8524 8111

Strathfield Equipment Pty. Ltd.
Macciesfield (08) 8388 9231

Turf Test Pty. Ltd.
Hallet Cave {08) 5322 5218

Woesfarmers Landmark Ltd.

Contact Nick Fazeekas on (08) 8359 9010 in Adelaide
or your nearest Wesfarmers Landmark branch in South
Australia.



e Grow Force Australia, or your Sauers Produce & Garden Centre
AG Solutions nearest Growforce CRT Store Cooroy (07) 5442 5933
Gympie (07) 5482 8044 Ayt (07) 4783 4488

Bowder, Engligh, Wohl and Grain

Texas Rural Traders Pty. Ltd.
Ingham Rural Farm Centre Pty Ltd ~ Texas (07) 4652 1400
(07) 4776 1477

¢ e 501 you oava(Q |
AGRISPON

Toowoormba (07) 4637 3331 TGT Rural Pty, Ltd.
. . K.BE. Rurat Mareeha (G7) 4092 4833 or your
S ke o oS Biggenden (07) 4127 1458 nearest TGT branch.
el O S Kingston Rural Supplias Tom Grady Rural Merchandisa
okt SR cpEn: 1t Maryborough (07} 4121 6634 Gympie {07) 5482 8799
SoskioumiON) 4085042 Leung Distributors Wesfarmers Landmark 1
4 Innisfail (07) 4061 6761 Contact Justin Kelly on 4
ﬁi‘;m :’(“'07"39) g;‘:;;ﬁ (073 4092 3711 in Mareeba or your .
Organic Products Pty. Ltd. nearest Wesfarmers Landmark "
Dalby Rural Supplies Kemnmore (07) 3202 8722 branch in Queensland.
Rabvidy) oazei2s Pedigreed Seed Co. Yarwun-Tunginnie Fruit Growers
Elders Ltd. Wondai (07) 4168 5355 Co-operative Association
Contact Noel Jarmes or Joe Bartolo Plant Master T R
7) 4 i
2 ;Ees)t Efgg rzeb-‘gggﬂ:%‘ﬁf OO paradise Point (07} 5501 5288 Yeppoon District Go-opperative
: A Pty. Ltd.
Feam Side & Co. Pty. Ltd. Queensland Cotton Yeppoon (07} 4939 1552

Stanthorpe (07) 4881 1173

Feoad Barn
Gladstone {0T) 4972 3737

Cecil Plaing (07) 4668 0277

Rosalie Grains
Qakey {07) 4691 5755

Rural Advantage Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT

Bundaberg {07) 4152 8555 or your
nearest HIFERT Agent

VICTORIA

AR & A.) Wilkins | HIFERT
Paraparap (03) 5266 1146

Australian Agricultural Marketing Organisation Pty. Lid.

- Hampton (03) 9598 9923

Calcima Lime & Fertilizers Pty. Lid. f HIFERT
Bales (03) 5149 7326 or your nearest HIFERT agent,

Elders Ltd.
Contact Paul Dettman on (03} 5422 6192 in Kyneton or
your nearest Elders branch in Victoria

E.PC. Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT
Warragul (03) 5626 6342

Heinrich Merchandise Pty. Ltd. / RIFERT
Horsham (03) 5382 4844 or your nearest HIFERT agent.

Hoogies of Yarra Glen Pty. Lid.
Yarra Gien {03) 9730 1611

Lustgraaf Contracting / HIFERT
Binginwari {03) 5185 1404 or your nearest HIFERT agent

Maconachie & Partners Ply. Ltd. / HIFERT
Dunkeld {03) 5577 2351

McNamara’s Couniry Store Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT
Rutherglen (02} 6032 9533

South*Smoko Rural
Bright 103) 5759 2613

Stuart Coffey
Diamond Creek (03} 9438 2211

Swan Hill Chemicals Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT
Swan Hill (03) 5032 9255 or your nearest HIFERT agent.

Wesfarmers Landmark Ltd.
TASMANIA Contact John Erisina on (03) 5954 3666 in Wandin,
Cavid Ford on (03} 5032 9089 in Swan HIIl, or
Impact Fartilizers Pty. Ltd. = your nearest Wesfarmers Landmark branch in Victoria
Hobart & Devonport (03) 6424 8533

Waestern Aerial Pty. Ltd. / HIFERT
Beminallurn (D3 5597 6508
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GO MARK CERTIFIED
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ested and proven world -
wide for more than a A G H I S |] [] N

decade. Agrispon is womI“mEsml
natural, easv-to-use and So THH 50“. WOR[S

cost-efficient biostimulant that

dramatically improves plant

performance and/or vield.

DPerived from plant and mineral

extracts, this liquid concentrate AGR|S®
SR TSR At  Available exclusively from

suitable for plant growth. It . GUANO
AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.

49 Field Street, Shepparton,
3630, Victoria, Australia.

weather conditions T9|: 03'5821 1100
e Fax: 03-5821 1977

performs especiallv well where

there is stress due to soil or

Email: john@agrispon.com.au
Web Site: www.agrispon.com.au

AGRISPON Roor zone AGH

S P l] N IMPROVES SOIL

STRUCTURE.
ACTIVITY. Agrispon increases the Another benefit of increased microorganism activity is
population of beneficial microorganisms which improved soil structure. This, in fum, improves
can significantly aeration, as well as water infiltration and percolation.

The resultant increase in water intake limits runoff and
soil erosion s¢ that more nutrients and moisture are

improve the
availability of soil
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This is to certify that the
Kismet International Pty Ltd /
Guano Australia Pty Ltd

product

Agrispon”

meets Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture’s product certification criteria

and endorses its use as part of a sustainable soil development program

for a period of one year from the date below as specified in the agreement between

Kismet International Pty Ltd and Go Matk Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd.

Sonia Jeeves
| Managing Director
| Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd

'

CERTIFIED BY |
GO MARK | Dated: 1day of May, 2003.
~ SUSTAINABLE | T
- AGRICULTURE Valid undl: 1-5-2004
' Looking affer our land,
‘our food ond our future.

Certification No: 0002 - IV

; Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture Pty Ltd
validto: 9 /2004 PO Box 350, Leongatha, VIC 3953.
Certification No: 0002-IV ACN 077 341 336

. gomark.com.au ‘
!

j
’ This Certificate is personal and is not assignable.
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Norco Rural Stores

Norco Co-operative Head Office, Lismore,
NSW, has a proud history of servicing rural
industries for over 100 years .

Through its Rural Store network cover-

ing:South East Queensland, Northern New -
South Wales Tablelands and the North Coast”

of NSW, it is ideally situated to service farm-
ers, hobby farms and urban dwellers.

Noreo Rural Stores retail a range of agricul-
tural supplies including seed, fertiliser, ag
chemicals, fencing material and all types of
animal feeds.

Following a couple of intensive training ses-
sions organised by John Jashar, of Kismet
International, on Guano and Agrispon, Norco
Rural Stores began to introduce these products
in February 2002.

NEWS.

Guano 1s now available Australia
wide with proven results

Servicing customers
across the length and
breadth of Australia is no
problem for Guano Austral-
ia, especially up in the Ord
River, Kununurra region of
Australia.

Two of the many success-
ful growers in Kununurra
are: Michael and Steph-
anie Eppler of Ceres
Farms; and David Menzel
of Barradale Farm.

Both are substantial grow-
ers. They grow a vari-
ety of sustainable crops
which include pumpkins,
watermelons, chickpeas
and sorghum seed pro-
duction.

For several years, both
Michael and David have
been enjoying excelent
results by using Guano
Gold - Kwik Start.

Guano Australia is proud
to be associated with these
important valued growers.

In order for clients to gain confidence it was
stressed how important it is for every farm
and individual to hasten slowly by trialing the
products, doing soil tests and considering the
long-term results.

Over time, increased pasture and crop yields
will be proof of results. :

' Some clients are very impressed with the

information available and are encouraged to
view this information for themselves.
Despite the drought a number of industries
such as dairy, beef, macadamia, stonefuit,
organic growers, potato, soy beans, and more
have trialled Guano.

Notrco Rural Stores have seen a shift away
from other rock phosphates in favour of Guano
Gold.

Clients are impressed by the balance of nu-
trients.

The interest in Agrispon will be better judged

B AT e L g ot i N 2
fe N o S 1 0]

Butternut pumpkins baing packed for interstate marksts

We’ve been everywhere
with “Guano Gold” giving
Australia a “Kwik-Start”

in times of more reliable rainfall. Repeat pur-
chases have begun and word of mouth will no
doubt increase the number of clients who use
these products.

Norco is pleased to be one of those chosen to
distribute these products.

i W i Y -:-;".
Naorco Rural Stores
representative, Col Barnes

T il '1 s




SUCCESSFUL training sessions
have been completed throughout
Australia for Guano Gold and
Agrispon by John K Jashar and
his American associates, Derek
Little and Kevin Sinks, with ongo-
ing support for resellers pledged
by Guano.

“Australian growers are moving
toward fully sustainable farming
practices and are rejecting ag
chemicals, providing customers
in Australia, and indeed the world,
with clean, healthy produce.

"| am very proud that my compa-
ny is at the forefront and driving
that change”, said John Jashar,
managing director of Guano Aus-
tralia.

John Jashar's dynamic natural
fertiliser company, Guano Aus-
tralia Pty Ltd, has locked up the
holy trinity of soil management
. nutrients, soil structure and
microbiology - in a new distribu-
tion deal.

The company, which has
achieved phenomenal growth
in the time of its existence, has
secured the Australian distribu-
tion rights to the biostimulant
Agrispon, manufactured by the
Dallas, Texas, based company,
Agri Sciences (AgSci).

Mr. Jashar broadened the appeal
of his highly effective products
to the rapid sustainable conven-
tional farmers while retaining
the high acceptance rate he has
earned among organic and bio-
dynamic producers.

“Agrispon has got a Very big,
strong fit into sustainable agri-
culture, not so much the organic
side, but the true sustainable ag-
riculture,” said Mr Jashar.

“Agrispon is very much a product
that will fit into all types of con-
ventional methods for farmers
going down the sustainability
track, who want o fix up their
soil.

“They (farmers) can get their
soil conditioned so that what-
ever inputs they choose (not only
Guano Gold) will open up and
release, so that they can grow
crops more productively and
more sustainably.

“Agrispon is now available na-
tionally across Australia in order
to play its role in rebuilding Aus-
tralian soils, backed up by a se-
lect network of specially trained
agronomists and distributors.
sQur marketing manager Derek
Little has spent the past 20 years
going to trade shows throughout
the United States and Central
America, training people.
"Basically he is our educator.”

Mr Little said: “A lot of people
don't know what a biostimulant
is. and too many people have
been introduced to biostimulants
with the wrong approach.

“To understand how our product
works, you need 10 understand
the only problem in agriculture,
and that is the loss of biodiver-
sity.

“if you walked out into a field
and you saw that it had not been
cultivated, you would see a lot of

different plants.
“£ach one of these plants pro-
duces photosynthetic mate-

rial that is chemically different for
each variety of plant.

“Some of that photosynthetic ma-
terial goes through the roots and
stimulates cell division in bacte-

A

Nick Fazekas and Megan Dixon of Wesfarmers Landmark Viticulture Division join
John Jashar at the Seventh Annual Vititec EXpo.

2010 NEWS w19

National training continue

Des May, leading Wesfarmers Landmark Agronomist, is pictured on right with

s for Guano and Agrispon

John Kismet Jashar, of Guano Australia Pty Ltd, attending an agronomy training
session in Westem Australia,

ria, fungi, and algae around the
root system.

“Those organisms start releas-
ing enzymes, polysaccharides
and siderophores.

“What happens is that through
this community of action, the soil
stays in balance biologically as
well as chemically.

“Whenever we take away biodi-
versity and putin a monoculture,
which is what we have 10 do to
raise crops, from that point on
nature is fighting you to get back
to biodiversity.

“when | talk about soil fertility,
I'm not talking about the nutrients
in the soil, I'm talking about the
soils ability to process nutrients.
“As we move away from biodi-

versity to monoculture, the soil
fertility goes down because the
different varieties of microorgan-
isms reduce.

"That's the way nature gets rid of
some plants - it reduces the fer-
tility so other plants will have no
room to grow.

“Everything else that happens
after we put in @ monoculture is
merely a symptom of that mono-
culture.

“nhen insects take away some
of the plants, biodiversity enters.
“Once you understand that mo-
noculture is the problem, you've
arrived at the conundrum - you've
got to have the monoculture
to raise the crops. S0, treat the
problem, not the symptom.”

NSW agronomist Robert Drewitt testing for soil cornpaction with a
penetrometer
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Industry leaders back
Guano and Agrispon

i

“MY infroduction to Guano Gold was
from another farmer who used it growing
oats. We spoke about its make-up of high
phosphate and calcium and | thought I'd
give it a fry.

The first application was at 80 kg per
hectare, half a tonne of lime, 45 kg of
gypsum, 100 kg of mineral mix, with oat
seeds at 75 kg per hectare. The paddock
was ploughed and harrowed to incorporate
the above fertilizer mix.

This was not my usual practice. | would
normally use a knock down herbicide with
applications of Super Potash or AGRAS no
2, with direct drill.

It was a reasonable season with a little
water-logging mid-winter for two weeks.
The crop performed quite well. The crop
performed quite well, showing no sign of
needing nitrogen. The harvest was fairly
average, due to a late attack of army
worm.

The second year , we planted oats again,
using knock down herbicide with the same
application of fertilizer, with Guano at a less
rate of 48 kg per hectare. It was planted late

. because of the poor break to the season

and just after planting the crop, it suffered
200 mm of rain in seven days.

Once again the crop seemed to show no
sign of needing nitrogen application. As the
season went on, | was tempted to spray
for rye-grass, as it seemed there would be
quite some competition with the oats. As it
happened, it remained too wet to spray and
was left to a later date.

The oats seemed to cope with the
competition outgrowing the rye and still

Broadacre farmer Chris Ridout, Boyup Brook, WA

not showing any signs of needing nitrogen.
It was evident that the oat plant had
developed a very vigorous root structure
to seek moisture and nutrients to compete
against the weeds.

At harvest | was surprised at the quite
reasonable yields of all paddocks sown.
The best paddock performing at an average
of 4.5 tonnes per hectare, even though
there was quite a lot of competition with
rye-grass and still no application of nitrogen
for a second year.

| would suggest to anyone wanting to iry this
new product that it has shown to work quite
satisfactorily for me and has proven itself fo
be a top quality fertilizer which 1 believe will
be used for many farming practices.

- Chris Ridout,
Boyup Brook, W.A.

Mangoes in the north

KATHERINE mango grower lan Golding
(pictured right) needed help with a particular
growing problem so he turned to Agrispon.

“We are one of the few areas with highly
alkaline soils, which means more tie-up
of micro-nutrients and a poor uptake of
phosphorus”, he said.

“| was using soft rock phosphate but
was seeing no real improvement in the
phosphorus levels in the soil”.

“John Jashar said there had been a good
response in other regions so | decided to
give it a go’.

“Our soil is well balanced but very low

in organic matter - there is only about
.6 percent. This means that the nutrient
holding capacity of this light, sandy soll is
extremely low”,

“What | wanted was to balance the soil and
increase the nutrient level. But, despite
mulching, the lack of organic matter made
it much harder and slower to kick-start ithe
microbes”.

“Agrispon is definitely a catalyst for microbial
activity. | had some six year old trees which
were very heavy with fruit and | applied
Agrispon to these. The resuits were very
fast. The trees picked up in appearance
and the product had clearly converted a lof
of nitrogen and other nutrients”.

“In retrospect, | should have applied the
Agrispon at the growing, not the fruiting
stage. But despite the surge, it didn't
overdose the trees - | still got good quality
fruit at the right time”.

fan will be monitoring his trees carefully
over the next twelve months to see how
they sustain the response (As of October
2001).

He believes Agrispon is a good tooi for
people who want fo revitalise the microbial
activity in their soil.

“But the timing of the application is important
and you need to know what you are trying
to achieve with the programme”.

tan believes Agrispon would work well with
Guano Gold, a product he started using
about two years ago.

“| applied Guano with other microbes and

in 18 months it took the amount of available

phosphorus from 25 ppm to 65 ppm. | was
pretty happy with that”.

- lan Golding, Katherine,

Northern Territory

M Mango grower,
lan Golding

oE -




Using it as a blend
“WE only started stocking Guano Gold

about three or four months ago, but it is

already selling well.
“Our customers were trying it in small

amounts but they are definitely coming-

back for more.

“In fact, we are getting a very large
order together right now and the
customer plans to use it for cropping.
“We are selling it for a variety of uses,
including luceme.

“Most of our customers are using it as
a biend and they like it because of its
phosphaorous content.

“We are realiy starting to move this
product now and we will know more
resuit-wise around Christmas.”

John Latham,Wesfarmers
Landmark, Bathurst,

New South Wales

September 2001

Expecting good results
“WE only started selling Guano Gold
last year. We sell a lot to the vineyards.
As the vines have been dominant
since, we are waiting 1o see the resuits
- this season, but ! expect them to be
good.

Guano Gold mixes really well with
other organic products and is an
excellent source of phosphorus.

“We will be introducing Agrispon this
year and | expect that to be pretty good
too.”

Greg Schubert, Farmer Johns,
Barossa Valley, South Australia

Good results

“WE trial all our products on our own
farm before selling to the customer.
“We tried Guano Gold on our potato
crop and it did very well, so we will also
be trialling Agrispon this season.

“Our customers like Guano Gold and
tend to use it on pasture mostly.

“It's not cheap, so that's not why they
buy it. '

‘It's because they like the results and
we are getting an increasing number of
enquiries.

“Our customers like it because it is a
good source of nutrient when used

awo NEWS

TESTIMONIALS

for Guano and Agrispon

on a totally organic basis, but it also
biends well with other products if
customers want to use chemicals too.
“My husband and | wouid use it again
on our farm if we were doing something
organic.”

Peter and Yvonne Abel, EPC,
Warragul, Victoria

Silica and phosphorus
“WE have been stocking Guano Gold
for about six months. We have not
done any work with Agrispon as yet,
but we do use biostimulants and we
will be having a close look at it this
season, to assess its usefulness.

“A variety of things attract us about
Guano Gold.

“Itis an excellent organic source for
phosporus, which is not found in most
animal manures currently available: it is
a good source of carbon for biological
organisms in the soil like bacteria

and fungi and it shows a reasonable
amount of calcium.

“It also contains silica. We are not
absolutely sure yet but research is
increasingly indicating that silica plays
a role in plant nutrition. Another thing
that attracts us to Guano Gold is that
it is a good product to work with. It is
uniform in size and not overly dusty.
“Guano Gold can be blended to provide
a fairly solid NPK and magnesium
combination, which is attractive to us,
“It is being used by those who
traditionally use chemical fertilizer
because of its phosphorus content.
“Itis easy to find nitrogen in organic

AGRISPON

§ Peter Abel using a
= penetrometer

fertiliser but, as | said earlier,
phosphorus levels are not high in
animal manures which gives Guano
the advantage.

“Guano Gold has a very low salt index
so it does not kill off the beneficial bugs
with its saltiness. This is a problem with
chiorine-based chemical fertilisers ’
“Our clients are using Guano on a

wide range of crops from grapes to
strawberries.

‘It is also selling well for use on turf at
racecourses and goif clubs.

“Being an agronomist, | am looking

at the much wider picture - not just at
selling products:

“I am helping farmers develop whole
farming systems.

“Guano is an important part of that
system. It is one of a number of
compaonents used in various farming
systems.

“There are farmers who use this
product to minimise their chemicai
input, and there are those who are
interested in the products ability to
improve the soil long-term. It is a very
flexible product.

“As agronomists we are more likely to
have trialled a product ourselves and
can then give sound advice. %d
“Farmers are more likely to listen to us
and fry it for themselves than buying
from a brochure,

“Word of mouth is also a good selling
point with Guano Gold.

John Frisina,
Wesfarmers Landmark,
Wandin, Victoria
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Window of opportunity, 'captured’
between two great Australian
companies - Elders and Guano

L€ vohn. ) am very happy to relate how things

are going between your company and Elders
at Mackay.

The beauty of the Guanc Gold product as
far as we are concemed is the ability of the
product to be available to the plant at the
early stages of growth,

This, combined with the compatibility with
“granam” and sulfate of potash, make it an
excellent blend for starter situations.

It appears to biend well, and the ease of
application is okay, depending of course on
the recalibration of spreading equipment.
The trials put down in sugar to date, some

of which are in tandem with Agrispon
applications, suggest early root development
is superior to some of the standard
applications of conventional planting blends.
Final figures are not to hand as to plant
nutrient uptake, but early figures taken
across a replicated site suggest that Guano
Gold and Guano Gold blends may be of
benefit to our sugar industry.

Also, the FACT that Guano Gold can be
incorporated in organic farming situations
makes it attractive in that scenario.

John Jashar and his agronomist, Rob
Drewitt, have provided excellent backup to

our team at Mackay since our relationship
began, and | can only recommend this
company's willingness to be open, frank, and
very punctual about any dealings they have
had with us.

Their Q.A. (quality assurance) is adequate
and meels requirements across a wide
range of festing scenarios, particularly
when you consider you are dealing with
a homogenous, naturally-mined product.

Best Regards,
Noel James,
Agronomist,

b

Derek Lftﬂe, Agnspon USA, and Gaoff Wallis, Primac E!ders Murgon mspect a soyhean crop on
Yesburgs’ fam at Murgon, Queensland. Guano Gold was mixed into the compost spread at preplant,
and was also used down the tube at planting. The crop is well established and leaf colour indicates
a very healthy crop. Yesburgs also use Guano Gold on their fucemne, com and peanuts.

Above: Mr Noel James, senior agronomist, with Joe Bartolo
Agronomist / Key Accounts Manager, both with Primac Elders

Country Heritage Stock Feeds

Country Heritage Stock
Feeds is one of Australia’s
most credible stock feed
manufacturers, based in
Toowoomba, Queensland.
The company incorporate
Guano Gold - Kwik Start in
a range of their stock feed
blends.

Above: Check:ng the soybean modules in fﬂmo:s USA. This
crop was grown with 1L/Ha of Agrispon applied prepiant. The
University of llinois Campus at Dekalb has been tralling Agrispon
as a way of reducing total nitrogen input. Triais comparing 1L of
A gnspon and 120kg/Ha of mtrogen yielded sfmﬂar {o corn grown

Left: Katrina Hobbs and
Andrew Youngetbeérry ' T

.....

¥ ouf by the Depan‘menr of Agncuiture in Egypt
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Sustainable farming - mainstream reality

Sustainable farming is no longer a backyard dream: itis a mainstream
reality. Environmental concerns and legislative changes are
increasingly pushing landholders fowards sustainable farming systems,
and one Australian company is determined to be part of it

"We are available to provide on-farm services fo
look at implementing systems that help growers
address important industry issues,” says Paul
Baguley, of PB Ag Consulting.

"Some of these issues simply make good eco-
nomic sense - others are compulsory due to the
legislative changes.

"We put together implementation systems which
will allow growers to achieve the targets being
set by changing environmental laws.

"“These cover things like water issues, residue
issues, resistance management, farm storage,
even record keeping.

"“The challenge we now face is to maintain our
current high production levels, while at the same
time reverse the decline in soil structure and fer-
tility, and improve crop quality and resistance to

attack by insect and disease”, said Paul.

"The key benefits of organic-based fertilisers
are that they contain a readily available nutrient
supply; they result in better nutrient utilisation;
they stimulate soil micro-organisms; they re-
duce nutrient losses into the environment; they
buffer the acidifying effect due to compost; they
increase Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC) of
soils, and they contain naturally chelated trace
elements within humus.”

Paul believes that to grow sufficient crops to
feed an increasing world population there will
always be chemical usage. But he also believes
that total chemical usage could be reduced by
following sustainable farming systems and this
is why products such as Guano Gold are prov-
ing so popular with Australian Farmers. "We are

aware that there is a great need for change in
our farming systems and that we need to be part
of that change,” he said.

Paul believes that growers need help to meet
their ever changing obligations but are some-
times reluctant to spend money on consultive
services.

"This isn't going to happen ovemight," he said.
"It is a slow process but it will happen. And in
the long term, it will save the grower money. it
is not always easy for conventional farmers 10
switch to sustainable farming systems. "There is
legal and moral pressure for them to do so, but
nobody was offering them any help.”

Guano Australia and GoMark now believe that
they have the solution to offer that help, and
carry it through . . .

Long term sustainability with Guano Gold

Guano Gold 100% Phosphorous fertiliser has been tri-
alied, tested and recommended by PB Ag Consulting Pty
Lid in both the viticulture and pasture industries.
Focusing predominately on the above mentioned indus-
tries and on NSW, Guano Gold has proved itself in many
varied situations.

" like the flexibility the product offers in providing imme-
diate phosphoarous to get the pasture and vines off to a
good start,” said Paul, "followed by the additional benefit
of a slow release function which makes the remaining
phosphorus available to plants when required.

"An added benefit is the make-up of the product which
adds organic matter to the soil when applied, which is
required to improve the overall CEC level of the s0il.

"As a secondary benefit Guano Gold provided a high
percentage of calcium and a nutrient that is becom-
ing more and more important in horticulture industries
known as silica.

"Calcium is crucial for cell structure, skin thickness
and improves the overall strength of the cell wall while
silica also has a direct relationship with cell structure and
strength.

“My observations, where Guano Gold has been used in
viticulture, showed that the berry skins were thicker and

stronger and less prone to splitting in wet weather, which
has a direct affect on the amount of moulds and rots
which develop.

Guano Goid suits all soil types and works well in heavy
clay structures to light sand structures, it suits alkaline
and acid soils and | have found no problems with the
phosphorous component of Guano Gold being tied up
and unavailable to the plant in any soil type. "Guano gold
is 100 per cent organic and has a national registration
with BFA and now with GO Mark.

"In saying this, PB Ag Consuiting recommends Guano
Gold in both organic and converitional farming programs
and the results have always been improved productivity.
"Gsuano Gold is an affordable phosphorous option when
compared to traditional main stream products and the
advantages outweigh the marginal cost difference.”
Director of PB Ag Consulting Pty Ltd, Mr Paul Baguley
supports and recommends Guano Gold to many agricul-
tural enterprises’ and is impressed with the performance
of the product in all circumstances.

Mr. Baguley sees the need for such a product and will
continue to recommend the product as it clearly has a fit
in mainstream agriculture and the long term sustainabil-
ity and profitability of Australian agribusiness.

Services offered:

interpretation

« Soil and Plant analytical service complete with

Paul Baguley brings to you
14 years experience in the
rural industry covering a
broad range of enterprises
(Livestock, grain trading,
broadacre agronomy, pas-
ture agronomy, viticulture
and much more.

Phone:

(02) 6372 0377
Fax: (02) 6372 0388
Mobile: 0428 404 109
Email:paui@pbag.com.an
Web: www.pbag.com.au

« Nutritional, Pest Weed and Disease extensive

monitoring service
« Soil Moisture Management
* Pasture agronomy
» Web site information service
« Extensive end of season reports
Call Paul today for further information

@)



s Guano NEWS

Product supply and efficient delivery
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Aerial spreading at its best. Guano Gold - Kwik Start

Congratulations to
Guano Australia and Go
Mark Sustainable Agriculture

| congratulate the Initiative of-Guano Australia to seek and obtain
acereditation through Go Mark Sustainable Agriculture Certifying
Body.

In recent years there has been a swing by some primary producers
fo become organic producers, and in some cases to seek
certification.

However the mainstream of Australian producers appear to be
moving in large numbers into Sustainable Agricuiture production to
ensure the financial and environmental prosperity of their rural
businesses.

Go Mark formally recognises and continually monitors the entry
of farmers into sustainable agriculture using a careful selection of
certification criteria.

The influence and industry respect of Go Mark has widened as
it seeks to conduct it's certification and educational processes,
having previously predicted this swing to sustainable production.
Guano Australia supply quality sustainable products which have
been Go Mark certified.

Firstly, Guano Gold - Kwik Start ferfiliser can be applied in a variety
of situations to supply phosphorus, calcium and plant available
silica.

This product has been widely used in Australian agriculture,
horticulture and viticulture either alone or in blends of complimentary
nutrients,

Field results have been outstanding and satisfied users of Guano
Gold - Kwik Start have returned to use the product consistently.
Widespread use of soil and leaf testing has been undertaken and
encouraged by Guano Australia in order to maximise the agronomic
benefits on behalf of their clients.

Guano Australia also markset the exciting biostimulant product
“Agrispon” which is capable of boosting the crops or pasture
productivity.

While local tials saw potato yield enhanced substantially,
Agrispon has been used successfully on many crops and pastures
throughout the world.

Agrispon also improves soil structure and boosts the effectiveness
of applied nutrients.

During 2001, | visited the USA on an agricultural study tour and
I was very impressed with the field and university trials where
Agrispon has boosted crop and pasture production.

While the biostimulant market in Australia
is relatively small and young at this stage,
Agrispon is a product destined to grow the
market and to impress farmers. 29

- Richard B. Jackson
Senior Consultant
Agronomist

to Guano Australia Pty Ltd
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Robert Drewrtt confirms that Guano Gold - Kwik Start was sucessfully applied by
aerial spreading.

1MT Bufka Bags being transported to Brishane raithead for Far North Queensiand.

The product is for application on bananas and sugar cane .
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Agronomy, Soil Balance, and Technical Support

As part of our service to Australian Agriculture, Australian farmers can be assured of a complete package to service their
technical and input supply needs, and via our national distributors and agronomy teams.

Service from Guano Australia is second to none,
no matter who or where you are:-

For further information re any of our technical services and/or product supply details call

Guano Australia Pty Ltd - TEL: (03) 5821 1100 or any one of our distributors listed on pages 14 & 15.
- John Kismet Jashar, Guano Australia Pty Ltd

DR. WILLIAM ALBRECHT — TED MMGHAN. SOIL
BALANCE SYSTEM

Rebuilding the quality of our exhausted solls will stop the quality
of our-plants going down! — -

Under “The Albrecht and Mikhail System”, linked to the Independ-
ent SWEP Soil Tests, and backed up by Guane Gokd Custom
blends, these situations are now being addressed and rectified.
Dr William Albrecht and Mr Ted Mikhail wrole many quotable
quotes, but to us the one set out here signifies the whole basis of
the years of research and teaching by both men.

For 50 years, Dr Albrecht examined the balance of soil from every
possible angle. Ted Mikhail has himself had 40 years of experi-
ence in soil science.

Both Albrecht and Mikhail believed, and proved over the years,

="inat a certain balance was required in the soil fo promote and

maintain optimum soil health and production.

Importantly, the necessity for soil balance applies to all forms of
agriculture, whether it is cropping, viticuiture, horticulture, citrus,
tropical fruit, dairying, meat and wool production, etc.

Therefore, we have to look at the soil as a living system - and
healthy soil is alive through the presence of microbiological life,
being well-structured and balanced in nutrients.

Soil should be looked at as:- “three in one™

Soil Nutrients, Soil Structure, and Soil Microbiology.

Each of these components should be in balance and the three
components should be in balance with each other as shown in
the following;

Nutrients

7N
2 v LY
}x,f / BALANCE \

Microbes ‘V' i \

— Structure
The modern approach of the Albrecht-Mikhall system balances more
than just nulrients, but also conslders soil biology and structure,

To achieve soil structure balance and the framework for soit nutri-
tion, five cations, namely Calcium, Magnesium, Sodium, Potas-
sium and Hydrogen, measured by soil analysis, should be in the
following percentages of the cation exchange capacity:
Exchangeable Calcium (Ca++) 65-70%
Exchangeable Magnesium (Mg++} 12-15%
Exchangeable Sodium (Na+)  less than 5%
Exchangeable Potassium (K+) 5% *

*Only for soif requirement. For plant requirements, and leaching,
will be calculated for plant uptake and soil hydraulic conductivity

Exchangeable Hydrogen has been ignored in Australia and has
been replaced by aluminium. By analysing thousands af Aus-
tralian soit samples from every state, aluminium was between
high and very high in the soil samples with a pH of jess than 4.5

{1:5 water). Samples with pH 4.5 — 5.5 have between 'low to high'
aluminium, while their level of hydrogen is between high to very
high', especially in soils with a high organic matter,

Therefore, exchangeable hydrogen is one of the major elements
to calculate cation exchange capacity (CEC), and without ex-
changeable hydrogen, soil CEC is a misleading figure.

And s0, the percentage of exchangeable calcium, magnesium,
sodium and potassium will be higher than what it should be, there-
fore incorrect recommendations for dolomite, kime and gypsum
could be made due to the misleading results.

Furthermore, Mr Mikhail discovered that the more organic matter
the soil contains, the higher exchangeable hydrogen results will
be.

Research conducted by Mr Mikhail over the last 11 years in re-
gards to Total Organic Matter and exchangeable Hydrogen have
confirmed the above.

- The conclusion a 0.5 me of hydrogen will be allowed to remain in

the sail for every 1 per cent of organic matter.

That will lead fo adjusted hydrogen which is exchangeable hydro-
gen minus (total organic matter x 0.5),

Accordingly, GEC will be Adjusted CEC which is the sum of
exchangeable Calcium + Magnesium + Sodium + Potassium +
Adjusted Hydrogen.

The above percentage of exchangeable Calcium, Magnesium,
Sodium, and Potassium will be calculated from Adjusted CEC.

- 1t must be understood that there is a limited factor to almast eve-

rything conceming agriculfure and farming - that limiting factor has
absolute power!

Climatic conditions, water and earth all provide limitations. We
have no control over climatic conditions, water is becoming more
scarce and valuable all the time and thus we are left with the aura
of confrol over the mineral content of our sail,

Conventional and biological farmers are embracing change in
order to work fowards sustainable, productive, farming systems,
leading to higher profitability, whilst maintaining soil quality,

The system always came back to a central point - that of building
all minerals - be they micro or macro nutrients, to certain levels to
provide and maintain nutrition to the chosen crop or product, and
soil CEC.

When these percentages have been realised, it is then time to
begin looking at, and applying the necessary macro and micro
nutrients required, 1o build the soil to a fully fertile medium. This
will then support and grow a crop or pasture that is able to retum
a premium to the farmer/grower.

Another factor that is important with this form of analysis is, that by
following these steps of cation manipulation, the soil will be left in
a fertile state ready for future cropping and cultivation, leaving soil
in an improved condition.

The SWEFP analysis, which is based on Dr Albrecht and Mr
Mikhail's principles, provides a read-out and figures of required
minerals and trace elements, which, under our custom-blending
approach rebuilds the fertility of that soil,

Those readings also include the items such as tofal phosphorus,
silica, organic matter, CEC, efc. in other words - a total package,
Soii analysis and balance, is one of the most important tools in modern
agriculture for the 21st century and beyond.,

“Do You Have Your Soils Warking For
You? OR, ARE YOU STILL WORKING FOR
YOUR SOILS?

LgE

MATTA NETA

Matta Neta Pty Ltd is a consulting and external service provider in the
horticultural and agricultural industry. The base of operations is on Kan-
garo Island off SA, but activities extend to most maintand states.
Particular emphasis is placed on organic and sustainable environmen-
tal practices in advisory work, and orchard establishments by Matta
Meta will encompass such principles as contour-planting, gravity-fed
imigation systems where passible, and multiple purpose windbreaks to
alleviate monocultural blocks. The name ‘Matta Neta' is transliterated
irom two Hebrew words meaning ‘planfed garden’. The home property
is planted to olives and almonds predominantly, with a mix of natives
and fruit rees. The property is certified Organic with NASAA.
Experimentation with dry land horficultural techniques and working
through the problems has given Mafta Neta Pty Ltd an excelient
grounding in the field of orchard establishment and maintenance. It is
this experience that has enabled the company to establish groves for
other investors in the olive industry, as well as provide advics to organic
growers around Australia. Directors of Matta Neta Pty Ltd are Tony and
Sharron Walker.

Most field work is carried out by Tony, who is also periodically confract-
ed by NASAA as a senior organic auditor, In addition he is engaged as
Technical and Training Officer and intemal Auditor. A background it ag-
riculturat and horticuttural work over 25 years has been supplemented
by studies in vificulture, horticulture, business management and quality
management. With & similar background, Sharron assists in research
and material sources,

The focus of the company is to provide practical but innovative re-
sponses 1o the needs of the client. A finm belief in the need for projects
fo be environmentally as well as economically sustainable is also part
of the ethos of Matta Neta.

The company prefers to operate in a hands-on role rather than as a re-
mote consulting body, pariiculary during the pianning and development
phase, although this is not always possible.

"We do not espouse the view that high fees always equate with high
value of service, and operate on the basis that if knowledge and experi-
ence have some economic worth, it is better for the client to be able to
afford more of it." For the past few years Tony has provided independ-
ent technical advice to Guano Australia Pty Ltd

Australia has a diverse range of soil types and climatic conditions, and
each productive famming unit must operate from a position of under-
standing the foundation on which it is built.

"For this reason, Matta Neta will always require a comprehensive soil
analysis based on Albrecht principles before offering any substantial
advice,” said Tony. "Addressing the foundation fundamentals of agri-
culture solves many problems. Ignoring those fundamentals is a bit like
living on a diet of coke and cream cakes, and wondering why the doctor
can't stop us getting sick. The commitment of Matta Neta to organic
production means that advice will be provided that will be acceptable
under Organic Standards. Assistance to qualify for crganic certification
is available. Chemical applications will not usually be recommended.
For instance, phosphatic fertilizers have widespread currency in Aus-
tralia, being alinost mandatory recommendations for any crop being
considered.

"A litle research reveals that not all phosphate sources provide
equivalent returns for dollars invested. A product such as Guano Gold
- Kwik Start® may actually provide a more econormic source of avail-
able Phosphorus than cheaper-per-tonne acidulated fertilizers such as
super phosphate.

"There are many products available today that can provide organically
acceptable allematives to conventional chemicals. Working with rather
than against the environment makes sound ecological and sconomic
sense. Increasingly, major markets are seeking products that have
been grown without negative impacts on the environment.

"Matta Neta is committed to encouraging that approach.”
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PATON

FERTILIZERS

anwo NEWS ..

This boomerang always comes back to Guano Gold

Bruce Caims,
Managing Director
Paton Fertilizers
Piy Ltd

GUANO GOLD - KWIK START : THE BEST QUALITY ORGANIC FERTILIZER KNOWN

k€ Guano Gold - Kwik Start Organic fertilizer is the with many other organic phosphorus
best quality organic fertilizer available. Patons have feriillizers and rock phosphate fertilizers
been marketing Guano Gold in association with where the phosphorus has to be converted
Guano Australia for eight years. It is the preferred from unavailable to available forms. Plants
organic fertilizer for a number of our fruit and respond to Guano Gold.

= The levels of calcium and silica in the
product are significant and extremely useful

vegetable growers and turf managers.

The benefits are as follows: for the plant and the soil.
« A high propertion of the phosphorus is + Guano Gold blends well with many other
available to piants immediately. The organic and inorganic fertilizers. The granule
remainder is slowly available. This contrasts size and hardness is excellent for blending

In summary using Guano Gold either as a

stand-alone product or in fertilizer blends is

an excellent choice. Our experience with

Guano Gold and the results achieved have
been positive.

Bruce Cairns, Managing Director,

Paton Fertilizers Pty. Ltd.

Phone: (02) 4729 2888

Mobile: 0408 177 732

Fax: (02) 4729 2810

Web: www.paton.com.au

Window of Oppestunity for Fartnewship and Profit

- ALTNEETEERGE TEOUNLT

Andrew and So Jon K Jashar | ichard Jackson | eterAbeIs
Jeeves GO MARK GUANO Agronomist Distributor

Cris Rot '
Broadacre Farmer at Point of Sale

Consumer

In 5 years it will not be survival of the fittest any more ...

It will be survival of the sustained.
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A blast from the past!
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New soil tester oz
promises
soil analysis
revolution
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acre. He is pictured in a field of wheat untreated by Agrispon, and is

holding a head of wheat from the treated field. See Story page 25. Excerpt from Acres Australia, the national newspaper

of sustainable agricuffurs, Nov-Dsc 2007 issue

$0OIL-testing tool commonly
used in Europe and America 1s
set to revolutionise Australia’s
farming industry.

John Jashar, who heads up the dynamic
natural fertiliser company, Guano Aus-
tralia Pty Ltd, first saw the penetrometer
in action during a tecent visit to the USA
as part of a combined training package for
Agrispon and the penetrometer. He wenton
the fact-finding mission with independent
agronomists Richard Jackson and Robert
Drewitt, who act as technical advisors. The

- {rio was so impressed with the penetrometer

that they travelled across Texas and Illinois
to see the machine in action.

He told Acres Australia: “We pride our-
selves on being an agricultural indusiry
leader in Australia and, as such, it was im-
portant for us to learn how to integrate this
machine into Australian farming.”

Richard and Robert received training

the USA and John brought some back to
Australia.

But he has now been able to source the tool
from Toowoomba-based company, D and E
von Pein, having seen an advertisement in
Acres Australia.

John said: “I have been selecting agron-
omists via our distribution network across
Australia to provide them with both the kit
and full training so that they can go out
into the field and show farmers what it is
all about.”

Rob Drewitt said: “It has become a part
of my work in every way. It's always in the
cabin of my ute, and I expect that in the
years to come, every agronomist will have
one as a matter of course.”

The simplicity of the tool is deceiving.
Its name is detived from its use as it is de-
signed to measure the pounds/square inch
{psi) pressure required to penetrate the soil
to a pre-determined depth.

figure to the grower on the friability and sol
structure of his paddock, instead of the only
other measurement previously available - a
verbal “it’s a bit hard there”.

The bonus is increased credibility for
agronomists and a sure decision-making
process for the grower, Mr Drewitt said.

“If a farmer can make this sort of reading,
he can then extrapolate the information to
help him dscide on such things as which
crop to plant or which machine to use to
prepare the paddock.

“If the penetrometer makes a reading
up to 300psi, it is fairly easy for a plant
1o establish its Toots and reach available
nutrienis. This reading would suggest an
ideal soil structure, Readings of 300-600psi
would indicate some root restriction, and
those over 600psi indicate a soil extremely
difficult for a plant to establish itself.

“The tool itself measures about one metre
in length and is lightweight. It is pierced

reading. The first of its great advantages
will be in helping the grower make man-
agement decisions on the type of implement
needed to prepare a paddock.

“If a ‘plough pan’ is evident, there could
be the need for a grower to get the paddock
deep tipped regularly.

“The penetrometer is also useful in identi-
fying the best crop type to plant.

“A paddock with a high soil compaction
would be better suited to a crop with a tap
root growth, than a crop with a fibrous root
growth. The tap root has a greater ability to
apply psi pressure as it grows, and would
be more efficient.”

Mr Drewitt has a Bachelor of Applied
Science in Agriculture and works out of
the Bingara Farm Centre, near Inverell,
NSW. He has been demonstrating the pen-
etrometer to farmer groups at field days in
his area.

“] believe it will become a common tool in

in the use of the penetrometer whilst in This measurement then gives a quantitive into the ground to a set depth to attain a agriculture. . " See story page 25

!

Agrispon launch

The successful launch of Agrispon
across Australia was attributable to
the extensive research and fraining
undertaken by Guano Ausfralia
executives, especially in the USA.

e
SINCOCIN &
o g

Pictured left are; Derek Little of Agrispon, Dallas, Texas, and
John Kismet Jashar and Robert Drewitt of Guano Australia, at an
Agricultural Expo held in Dalfas, Texas.
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Save the

“It has become a part of my work

in every way. It's always in the
cabin of my ute, and | expect
that in the years to come, every
agronomist will have one as a

matter of course” ~Robert Drewill,

Senior Technical Advisor, Guano
Australia
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« _ sustainable management within [agricultural]

industries is not an optional extra, but an immediate

imperative that will allow some advantage to be

gained before it becomes an essential ticket to

market access.”

~Dr. John Williams, Deputy Chief, Land and Water

Commonwealth Scientific &
Research Organisation (CSIRO)

Industrial

%John Jashar and his agronomist Rob Drewitt have provided
excellent backup to our team at Mackay since our relationship
began, and | can only recommend this company’s willingness
to be open, frank, and very punctual about any dealings they
have had with us.”

~ Noel James , Agronomist, Elders - Mackay - Qld.

Animals

“Go Mark is absolutely the way to go.”
~ Peter Barber - State Director (VIC), Royal Sociely for the Protection of

“During 2001, | visited the USA on an agricultural study tour, and | was very
impressed with the field and university trials where Agrispon has boosted crop and

pasture production...” -

« ..Agrispon is a product destined to grow the market and to impress farmers.”
~Richard Jackson, Senior Agronomy Consultant, Guano Austrafia

"The Bock Family who have been prime movers of sustainable farming via their
ACRES AUSTRALIA newspaper deserve a mention and special thanks, their support
to the industry is immeasurable, together with their support to me in bringing to
fruition our GUANO NEWS." ~ John K Jashar, Guano Australia
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